
 

 

September 12, 2017 
 

APPROVED on 9/26/17 
 Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners in and for the County 
of Menominee and the State of Michigan were held in Courtroom B, Courthouse, Menominee, 
Michigan. 
 

 Chairman Meintz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 A call of the roll indicated that the following Commissioners were present/absent: 
 

Present: Com. Cech, Gromala, Hafeman, Lang, Meintz, Nelson, Phelps, Piche, and 
Schei. 

 
 Absent: None. 
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve the agenda.  Motion was 
approved 9-0. 
 

Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve the minutes from the 
August 22, 2017 Regular County Board Meeting.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
 Public Comment:   

- William Merkel – Commented on the MERS Resolution and its impact on him. 
 

Presentations:   
- Christian Perreault ~ Explorer Solutions.  Gave an update on the work being 

done with the Airport. 
 

 Department Head/Elected Officials Reports:   
- Diane Lesperance, County Treasurer.  Diane asked if she could address the board 

when they discuss the possible resolution opposing Senate Bill 386. 
 
 Action Items: 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Gromala to appoint Mari Negro of the 
Democratic Party to the Menominee County Board of Canvassers.  Motion was approved 9-0. 

 
Moved by Com. Cech, seconded by Com. Nelson to appoint Richard Peterson of the 

Republican Party to the Menominee County Board of Canvassers.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve Commissioner per 

diems and expenses as recently submitted.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve miscellaneous bills as 

paid on August 9, 2017 in the combined amount of $214,017.92.  Motion was approved 9-0.  
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve miscellaneous 
boards/committees/commission reports on file in the office of the County Clerk.  Motion was 
approved 9-0. 



 

 

  
New Business (discussion only) 
 
Personnel Items:   

a. MERS Employer Resolution Establishing Uniform Transfer Provision. – The MERS 
resolution was discussed at previous meetings, with direction to gain more 
information on the impact on the county if we approve this resolution.  We received 
the information from MERS and the impact of one employee.  If the resolution was 
approved it would initially decrease the Unfunded Liability in Division 16 (which is 
the division that the Prosecuting Attorney, William Merkel is in) by $22,956.  
Division 10, which is the division William Merkel would be transferred into would 
see an increase in Unfunded Liability by $17,136.  Discussion ensued on the other 
consequences of passing this resolution.  One of those would be that if the resolution 
was approved then any employee that was currently in a Defined Benefits plan 
changed their position to an Elected Official in Division 10 they would be allowed to 
stay in the Defined Benefits plan and not go to the Defined Contribution plan.  Com. 
Nelson commented that these figures are all just guesses.  He also commented that 
MERS does not recommend for the County to increase their Unfunded Liability, 
which this would in the long term.  The consensus of the board is to not move this 
resolution forward for approval because of the long term impact on the County.  

 
Building and Grounds/Parks Items:   

a. 9th Street Building update on move and naming the building. – The 9th Street building 
is almost complete.  The three offices have been move over there.  There is currently 
a sign outside of the building identifying the building.  Does the county want to come 
up with a name for the building and place a sign?  Discussion ensued regard there not 
being a need to name the building.  The old sign from the previous owners needs to 
be taken down and Veterans Services Officer Mike Dellisse is pursuing a sign for the 
building showing the Veterans Service Office location.   

 
Miscellaneous Items:   

a. WRISC Phragmites Campaign – Letter of Support. – The County received a letter 
from the WRISC in reference to the Phragmites Campaign.  They would like the 
County Board to send a letter of support of the Phragmites effort in Menominee 
County.  Com. Lang commented that they have spent $200,000 just in Menominee 
County fighting this problem.  Discussion ensued on whether sending this letter of 
support would be committing the County financially to this project.  The consensus 
of the board is that a letter of support would be appropriate as long as there is no 
commitment required. 

b. Genesee County Resolution ~ Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. – We received a 
letter from Genesee County in reference to opposing a reduction or elimination of 
federal funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.  Com. Hafeman 
commented that she likes the resolution but she would like to see more of an 
emphasis on the U.P. and Menominee County in the resolution.  Com. Nelson 
suggested that Com. Hafeman write a resolution with those changes and then bring it 
back to the board for approval. 
 
Com. Nelson was excused from the meeting at 7:24 p.m. (He was not feeling well) 
 
 
 



 

 

c. Future of the Airport. – Com. Schei gave the board an update on the future of the 
Airport.  He just finished the first day of a three day conference on county airports.  
The County will not be able to change the name of the airport from Twin County 
Airport.  This is per the FAA.  If the County is going to pursue the grants for the 
airport the board will need to pass a resolution.  Com. Meintz commented that he still 
would like to send a letter to the State of Michigan stating the County can no longer 
fund the airport.  Com. Piche asked if there are still problems with the Title Search.  
Com. Schei stated that the search is complete and we are just waiting on the letter 
from the Prosecutor’s Office on the Legal Opinion.  Com. Schei will have more 
information next week for the Airport Commission meeting and then he will be able 
to present that information at the next Regular Board Meeting.   

 
 
Finance Items:  

a. Resolution 2017-19 ~ Opposition of Senate Bill 386 of 2017. – County Treasurer 
Diane Lesperance is asking the board to approve this resolution.  The proposed bill 
would undermine the process of the delinquent tax foreclosures.  The Michigan 
Association of County Treasurers is in opposition of the bill also.  Diane is asking 
that this resolution be made an action item tonight.  The only change would be 
removing the open lines of the resolution and beginning the resolution with the firs 
“Whereas”. 

 
Moved by Com. Gromala, seconded by Com. Hafeman to make the approval of 
Resolution 2017-19 ~ Opposition of Senate Bill 386 of 2017 an action item at this 
meeting.  This motion was approved by a roll call vote 8-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Cech, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve Resolution 2017-19 ~ 
Opposition of Senate Bill 386 of 2017.  Motion was approved by a roll call vote 8-0. 
(Attachment A) 
 
b. Marriage License – waiver fee for 3 day waiting period – increase of fee. – County 

Clerk Marc Kleiman explained that currently the County Clerk can waive the 3 day 
waiting period for marriage licenses and a fee is required to do so.  Currently the fee 
is $10 and has been that amount for many years.  Other counties in the State of 
Michigan charge much higher fees for this.  Some counties charge as much as $100.  
When the waiver is granted it requires a deputy clerk to stop what they are doing and 
spend the time to expedite the marriage license.  This is one of the reasons for the 
request to increase the fee.  The fee for the waiver has to be set by the County Board.  
After discussion the consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval 
at the next meeting raising the fee to $50. 

c. Commissioner Per Diems and Expenses. – The consensus of the board is to move this 
item forward to the next meeting for approval. 

d. Miscellaneous bills as paid on August 24, 25, 30, 31 and September 7, 2017 in the 
combined amount of $195,933.29.  Com. Hafeman asked questions about the fee for 
the MAC conference of $425 and a cost of over $1,400 to stay at the Grand Hotel on 
Mackinac Island.  Com. Schei commented that he will be paying the County back for 
his wife’s portion of the stay.  The consensus of the board is to move this item 
forward to the next meeting for approval. 

 
Misc. Boards/Committees/Commissions Reports: 

The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval at the next meeting.   



 

 

 
Public Comment:   
- Charlene Peterson – Commented that the letter of support for the WRISC is due 

tomorrow. 
- Diane Lesperance – Commented on the model train show that was held at the airport. 
- William Merkel – Commented that he is disappointed in the board for not moving the 

MERS resolution forward and its impact on him. 
 

Commissioner Comment: 
- Com. Hafeman – Commented that we finally have a nice day with the weather. 
- Com. Gromala – Commented on how wonderful the model train event was. 
- Com Schei – Commented on the success of the model train show at the airport. 
- Com. Phelps – Commented on the model train show and the work the City of 

Menominee did painting the strips in the airport parking long.  They only charged the 
county for the paint. 

- Com. Meintz – Commented on the MERS resolution and William Merkel. 
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Piche to adjourn at 8:17 p.m.  Motion was 
approved 8-0.  
 
 
 
_________________________     ________________________ 
Charlie Meintz, Chairman     Marc Kleiman, County Clerk   
 
   


