
July 25, 2017 
 

APPROVED on 8/8/17 
 Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners in and for the County 
of Menominee and the State of Michigan were held in Courtroom A, Courthouse, Menominee, 
Michigan. 
 

 Chairman Meintz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 A call of the roll indicated that the following Commissioners were present/absent: 
 

Present: Com. Cech, Gromala, Hafeman, Lang, Meintz, Nelson, Phelps, and Schei. 
 
 Absent: Com. Piche (excused). 
 
 Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve the agenda.  Motion was 
approved 8-0. 
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Cech to approve the minutes from the July 
11, 2017 Regular County Board Meeting.  Motion was approved 8-0. 
 
 Public Comment:   

- Marty Smith – Commented about the minutes from the previous meeting and that they stated 
the resolution against the mine would be on this agenda.  
 

Presentations:  None.  
 
 Department Head/Elected Officials Reports:   

- Diane Lesperance, Menominee County Treasurer – Gave her annual report of balance 
in Land Sale Proceeds Account (Tax Foreclosure PA 123 Fund). 

 
 Action Items: 

Moved by Com. Schei, seconded by Com. Gromala to support Resolution 2017-14 ~ U.P. 
Area Agency on Aging FY 2018 Annual Implementation Plan for Services to Older Adults.  
Motion was approved by a roll call vote 8-0.  (Attachment A) 

 
Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to accept Commissioner Nelson’s 

request to be removed from the Finance Committee Chairman seat, and to appoint another 
Commissioner as the Finance Chairman (whom will also sit on the Executive Committee, in place 
of Commissioner Nelson).  Chairman Meintz recommended moving Commissioner Cech to the 
Personnel Committee and replacing him with Com. Hafeman on the Finance Committee and 
making Commissioner Hafeman the Finance Committee Chair.  Discussion ensued.  Com. Lang 
asked if there were any other Commissioners interested.  Com. Cech commented that he likes 
serving on the Finance Committee and would like to remain.  Com. Schei commented that he 
would like Com. Nelson to stay as chairman.  Motion was approved by a roll call vote 5-3.  Com. 
Cech, Lang and Schei voted nay. 

 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Phelps to approve Commissioner per diems 

and expenses as recently submitted.  Motion was approved 8-0. 
 



Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Schei to approve miscellaneous bills as 
paid on June 26, 27 & 28, 2017 in the combined amount of $126,286.18.  Motion was approved 
8-0.  
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Cech to approve miscellaneous 
boards/committees/commission reports on file in the office of the County Clerk.  Motion was 
approved 8-0. 
  
New Business (discussion only) 
 
Personnel Items:   

a. County Administrator – Hiring agencies. – Commissioners discussed the three 
agencies that made presentations to the board.  Com. Phelps stated that he has 
narrowed his selection down to Slavin and Springsted Waters.  Com. Hafeman would 
like to see this moved to the Finance Committee first to make sure we have the 
money to hire an agency.  Com. Nelson still does not see the need to hire a full time 
County Administrator.  Com. Lang stated that he liked the presentation by Stang and 
he does not want to see the county without an Administrator.  Com. Schei liked the 
presentation from Springsted Waters but would also like to see this go to the Finance 
Committee.  Com. Gromala stated that we need to take action on this now and not 
wait.  He stated that the board will be able to come up with the money.  The 
consensus of the board is to move this forward to the next meeting for a vote on 
proceeding with an agency or sending to Finance Committee.  After that vote there 
will be a vote on which agency to hire.  

 
Building and Grounds/Parks Items:   

a.  Notice for sealed bids – 4-H Building New Roof. – We have resolved the issue with 
the 4-H Building Roof and have advertised with local newspapers to receive bids to 
replace the roof.  Parks Committee meets on August 7th, we will discuss and approve 
a bid for the roof replacement at that meeting.  The consensus of the board is to move 
this item forward for approval at the next meeting.   

 
Miscellaneous Items:   

a. Change of venue for August County Board meeting to Powers/Spalding Township 
Hall/Fire Dept. – Com. Nelson commented that the township still has some finishing 
touches before they would be ready to host the meeting.  It would be a better idea if 
we waited until September or October.  Com. Schei commented that we could move 
one of the October meetings that are scheduled to be in Stephenson to Spalding 
Township.  Consensus is to table this item until a date can be locked in with the 
township.    

b. Northcare Network ~ 2017/18 Budget for PA2 funds. – Menominee County received 
a letter proposing the budget for the SUD reimbursements via PA2 fund.  The 
2017/18 budget is $79,149.  Com. Nelson commented that the county is currently 
using these funds for juvenile probation and in District Court.  He hopes that the 
County would be able to contract a full time counselor in the future.  Maybe through 
Northpointe.   

c. County Road Commissioner appointment. – The County has advertised for applicants 
for appointment to the Menominee County Road Commission. This is the term that 
was previously held by the late Joseph Skrobiak. The deadline for applicants is 
August 1, 2017. The full Board will be able to vote on the appointment at the August 



8, 2017 meeting. Each board member will vote on the top 3 candidates of their 
choice. 

Finance Items:  
a. City of Stephenson request to renew contract services for law enforcement. – The 

City of Stephenson has been contraction our Road Patrol to provide law enforcement 
services within the City of Stephenson.  They would like to continue that and are 
requesting a contract renewal for one year.  Sherry DuPont commented that the 
contract amount is the same, just extending it for another year.  The consensus of the 
board is to renew services with the City of Stephenson.    

b. MAC 2018 County Dues. – The County has received our MAC dues for 2018.  Total 
cost is $5,543.46.  The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for 
approval at the next meeting.   

c. Budget Amendment #9. – The Finance Committee met on July 17, 2017 to discuss 
the attached amendment requests.  Both were moved forward to the County Board by 
the Finance Committee.  The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for 
approval at the next meeting.   

Budget Amendment #9

53 7/16/2017 Move the unused funds from the chiller project (54,348.84)$                    101‐103‐998.08

   to the generator project 54,348.84$                      101‐103‐998.05

54 7/21/2017 Designated Building fund  (41,765.00)$                   

Building Purchase 1000 9th St. 41,765.00$                      101‐103‐998.11

 
d. Commissioner Per Diems and Expenses. - The consensus of the board is to move this 

item forward for approval at the next meeting.   
e. Miscellaneous bills as paid on July 10, 13 & 21, 2017 in the combined amount of 

$162,827.37. - The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval 
at the next meeting.   

 
Misc. Boards/Committees/Commissions Reports: 

The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval at the next meeting.   
 

Public Comment:   
- Melissa Muse – This issue is tearing the community apart.  In favor of the Aquila Resources 

and the mine. 
- Dale Burie – In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Mike Tebo - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Bill Hanson - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Nancy Buyarski - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Tony Rataskie - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Leah Jane Burie - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Ann Derusha - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Lori Paidl - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Ed Smith - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Curtis Smith - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Pat Johnson - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Ed Draze - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Amy Clikner - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Tony Corey - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Nathan Peters - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Amy Rich - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Beth Kloida - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Douglas Steffen - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Tony Brown - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 



- Lori Rasmussen - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Britney Sauve - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Dan Dziedzic – In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Scott Lidgrust - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Becky Pairon - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Jeff Brutish - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Rod Wells - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Jane Wazillard - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Jeff Lindbom - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Natalie Natschmidt - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Rebecca Wellens – The County Board needs to think about the safety and integrity of the 

county. 
- Mary Hnson - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Mike Carlson - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Dave Anderson - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 
- Regina Chaltry - In opposition to the proposed mine. County needs a strong resolution. 
- Chantae Lessard - In favor of the Aquila Resources and the mine. 

 
Commissioner Comment: 
- Com. Gromala – Commented on the Boy Scouts and what we will leave Menominee 

County like in 100 years from now. 
- Com. Nelson – Commented on the proposed budget deficit, the Aquila Resource 

Mine, getting the DEQ to come make a presentation and his degree in Sociology.   
- Com. Schei – Thanked everyone who attended the meeting tonight, but it has been a 

long night.  He has taken a tour of the Eagle Mine.  He commented on other problems 
that we have in the county and commented that we are the stewards of the land. 

- Com. Phelps – Commented that it is time for the board to be educated on this subject.  
Both sides seem to be extremely informed.  He also asked that both sides of this issue 
respect the board’s decision and everyone else’s positions on this issue.  

- Com. Cech – Commented that this is a big decision for the board and we are not 
taking it lightly.  The commissioners need to follow their heart and head. 

- Com. Hafeman – Commented that whatever decision the board makes should be for 
the good of the entire community.  

- Com. Meintz – Commented that we received good comments tonight.  Commented 
about statements that were made in the newspaper.  He is not in favor of any 
resolution.  He stated that the board does not have the authority to stop the mine from 
opening  

 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to adjourn at 9:05 p.m.  Motion 

was approved 8-0.  
 
 
 
_________________________     ________________________ 
Charlie Meintz, Chairman     Marc Kleiman, County Clerk   
 
   


