
June 23, 2015 
 

APPROVED on 7/14/15 
 

 Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners in and for the 
County of Menominee and the State of Michigan were held at the Meyer Township Hall, 
Hermansville, Michigan. 
 

 Chairman Meintz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
 A call of the roll indicated that the following Commissioners were present/absent: 
 

Present: Com. Cech, Furlong, Hafeman, Lang, Meintz, Nelson, Piche, Schei and 
Williams. 

 
 Absent: None. 
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Williams to approve the agenda.  
Motion was approved 9-0. 
 

Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve the minutes 
from the June 9, 2015 Regular County Board Meeting.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
 Public Comment:  None. 
 

Presentations:  None. 
 
 Department Head/Elected Officials Reports:   

- Paul Putnam, District Coordinator MSU Extension – informed the board that 
they hired Sherry Hagen as the new 4-H Coordinator and she will begin on 
July 6th.  He also discussed the upcoming Menominee County Fair in July.  

 
Action Items: 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve the WCUP 

Community Corrections – FY2016 Plan and Application.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve Budget 

amendments 14 & 15 in the 2014/15 Budget Year. 
a.  Emergency Services - $300 from office supplies to travel and other op. 
b. Hannahville Grant - $6,000 – Shakey Lakes electrical upgrade. 

Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
 
 



 Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Furlong to approve adding a new 
“Special Revenue” account called “Pistol Licensing” to the current 2014/15 Budget, 
under control of the County Clerk, due to changes in the state law requirements.  Motion 
was approved 9-0.  
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Williams to approve Commissioner 
Per Diems and expenses as recently submitted.  Motion was approved 9-0.   

 
 Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Cech to approve miscellaneous bills 
as paid on June 4, 2015 in the amount of $72,078.18.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Lang to place miscellaneous 
boards/committees/commission reports on file in the office of the County Clerk.  Motion 
was approved 9-0.   
 
New Business (discussion only) 
 
Personnel Items:   

a.  Five Department Heads – good faith offer. – Brian Bousley explained that 
Com. Cech has gathered more information to present to the board.  Com. Cech 
explained that he would like to make a “good faith offer” and not a “bonus” to 
these Department Heads for being paid incorrectly over the past 14 years.  He 
would like the county to offer $2,500 per person to the four Department 
Heads.  He also commented that per Attorney Stoker they could not pay 
retired Friend of the Court Renee Herrild since she is no longer employed by 
the county.  Com. Nelson commented that the Department Heads were not 
paid incorrect wages.  The County Board at that time chose not to act on the 
DMG and those employees were paid according to the contracts that they 
agreed upon.  If they were not satisfied they should have either quit or came to 
the board and asked for a raise.  None of these Department Heads ever did 
that.  Com. Hafeman commented that the board should not pay this money 
because no matter how you call it, it is retroactive pay.  Com. Meintz 
commented that the information that Com. Cech has brought back to the board 
is very limited.  Com. Hafeman commented that the DMG was for the union 
employees and not the Department Heads.  Com. Lang asked what the 
problem would be with just putting this on the next agenda as an action item 
and just vote it up or down and be over with it.  Com. Piche and Com. Nelson 
debated back and forth over the meaning of prospective pay and retroactive 
pay.  Com. Furlong commented that he appreciates the work that Com. Cech 
has done on this issue and he feels that Brian needs to have a properly worded 
legal motion for the board to vote on at the next meeting.  Com. Schei 
commented that he is in agreement with Com. Furlong.  He also feels bad for 
the employees that are gone and can’t be part of this payment.  He stated that 
it would not be fair to give money to 4 Department Heads and leave the other 
2 out.  He can’t support this.  The consensus of the board is to move this item 
forward to the next meeting as and action item.  



Building and Grounds/Parks Items:   
a. Twin County Airport Dissolution Agreement. – Brian Bousley presented the 

board with the Twin County Airport Dissolution Agreement as prepared by 
Marinette County.  Marinette County Board of Supervisors will look to 
approve this at their meeting on June 30, 2015.  He also stated that 
Menominee County must approve the agreement in order for Marinette 
County to dissolve its relationship with the Twin County Airport.  Brian 
explained that Prosecuting Attorney Dan Hass feels the board should wait 
until Marinette County approves this agreement and he also feels that 
Menominee County should have some type of a transition plan in place before 
they approve the agreement.  Com. Schei presented the board with what he 
feels would be a transition plan.  MDOT has stated that Menominee and 
Marinette both need to agree to this in order for Marinette to separate from the 
Twin County Airport.  Com. Meintz stated that the airport can’t conduct 
business if we do not allow them out.  Com. Lang commented that he can’t 
understand the frustration.  Marinette and Menominee have operated the 
airport together for over 40 years.  He also stated that Marinette will still get 
to use the benefits of the airport without paying.  Com. Hafeman commented 
on the legal obligations of Marinette County and the current contract goes 
through this year.  Com. Williams stated that he agrees with Com. Schei. 
Com. Lang stated that this will cost Menominee County and additional 
$100,000 per year to operate the airport.  Com. Nelson asked if Menominee 
County approves this agreement and then Marinette County makes changes do 
we need to redo the agreement.  He also asked if this would terminate or void 
all leases that the Twin County Airport holds.  Would the Marinette County 
users have to pay higher rates?  Com. Schei commented that the FAA said the 
name of the Airport would not have to change.  Com. Williams does not think 
that the leases would be affected by the changes.  Com. Meintz thinks this 
should be moved forward as an action item tonight.  Com. Furlong stated that 
he is not opposed to making it an action item tonight.   
 
Moved by Com. Meintz, seconded by Com. Hafeman to make approving the 
Twin County Airport Dissolution Agreement an action item tonight.  Motion 
failed on a roll call vote 8-1.  (per our bylaws a unanimous vote is necessary)  
Com. Lang voted nay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Miscellaneous Items:  
a. Changes to the Freedom of Information Act – Resolution 2015-10 ~ 

Establishing a Fee Structure for Public Records Requests. – Brian explained 
the updated resolution to the board.   
 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Nelson to make the approval of 
Resolution 2015-10 ~ Establishing a Fee Structure for Public Records Request 
an action item.  Motion was approved 9-0 by roll call vote. 
 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve Resolution 
2015-10 ~ Establishing a Fee Structure for Public Records Request.  Motion 
was approved 9-0 by roll call vote.  (Attachment A) 
 

b.  Resolution 2015-11 ~ Establishing Freedom of Information Act Procedures 
and Guidelines for Menominee County.   

 
Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Williams to make the approval 
of Resolution 2015-11 ~ Establishing Freedom of Information Act Procedures 
and Guidelines for Menominee County an action item.  Motion was approved 
9-0 by a roll call vote.   
 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve Resolution 
2015-11 ~ Establishing Freedom of Information Act Procedures and 
Guidelines for Menominee County.  Motion was approved 9-0 by a roll call 
vote.  (Attachment B) 
 

c.  Resolutions from Chippewa County and Alger County for consideration. – 
Com. Hafeman discussed both of these resolutions.  The first resolution from 
Chippewa County is in support of Appeal of Tax Tribunal Ruling.  This ruling 
by the Michigan tax tribunal significantly reduces the ad valorem property tax 
assessments of modern home improvement store properties located in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  This is commonly referred to as the Big Box 
Store Tax.  Menominee County currently has two businesses that are working 
on this.  Those businesses are CVS and Kmart.  Com. Lang stated that he 
would vote no on this resolution.  He discussed that he was a former business 
owner and we need to hear both sides of this story.  The second resolution was 
from Alger County in support of maintaining the State of Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services Office in Alger County.  Com. 
Hafeman commented that the State of Michigan is shutting down its Alger 
County office.  Com. Nelson discussed that the State is not removing services 
from Alger County they are just closing the office that they lease from Alger 
County.  This has caused a hardship for Alger County since they enlarged 
their courthouse by 20% to accommodate the needs of the DHHS and now 
they will not have the income from the State lease to repay the debt incurred.  
The consensus of the board is to move both resolutions forward to the next 
meeting for approval. 



Finance Items:  
a. Commissioner Per Diems and expenses.  – The consensus of the board is to 

move this item forward to the next meeting for approval. 
b. Miscellaneous bills as paid on June 8 & 10, 2015 in the combined amount of 

$60,084.25.  The consensus of the board is to move this item forward to the 
next meeting for approval. 

 
Misc. Boards/Committees/Commissions Reports: 

The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval at the next 
meeting.   

 
Public Comment:   
- Garry Anderson – Commented that he disagrees with the board giving a good 

faith offer to the Department Heads.   
- Katelyn Thompson – Commented on the breakfast on the farm that was held 

June 13th at the Shepeck farm.  They served 945 breakfasts and had around 
1,500 people attend.   

- Paul Putnam – Commented on the Big Box Store tax and that if the 
commissioners would like more information he can email them a link to some 
articles. 

- Ray Gurgall – Commented that the government gives bonuses for doing the 
stupidest things; our county board could do the same thing.  He also 
commented that he is glad the board doesn’t have anything to do with Iran 
deal.   
 

Commissioner Comment: 
- Com. Furlong – Commented that he would appreciate if Paul Putnam could 

send the commissioners those links. 
- Com. Cech – Commented that he is confused about the Big Box Store Tax 

issue based on what was previously discussed at the MAC conference. 
- Com. Hafeman – Commented on a letter she passed along to the 

commissioners after she attended the UPAC conference.   
- Com. Meintz – Thanked Com. Hafeman for all of her work and bringing 

information back to the board.   
 

Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Williams to adjourn at 7:25 p.m.  
Motion was approved 9-0.  
 
 
_______________________      _______________________ 
Charlie Meintz, Chairman     Marc Kleiman, County Clerk   
 
    


