
December 22, 2015 
 

APPROVED on 1/5/16 
 

 Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners in and for the 
County of Menominee and the State of Michigan were held at the Menominee County 
Annex, Stephenson, Michigan. 
 

 Chairman Meintz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
 A call of the roll indicated that the following Commissioners were present/absent: 
 

Present: Com. Cech, Furlong, Hafeman, Lang, Meintz, Nelson, Piche, Schei and 
Williams. 

 
 Absent: None. 
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Piche to approve the agenda.   
 
 Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Williams to amend the agenda by 
removing Action Item #3 (a motion to rescind the 3.25% salary increase for Elected 
Officials approve by the County Board of Commissioners on October 27, 2015.) and 
Action Item #4 (a motion to set the Menominee County Elected Officials; County 
Clerk/ROD, Treasurer, Prosecuting Attorney, and Sheriff salaries for 2016 at a 2% 
increase beginning 1/1/2016 as budgeted within the 2015/16 Menominee County 
Budget.)  Discussion ensued.  The Board of Commissioners discussed the reasons behind 
keeping and removing these items from the agenda.  Motion was approved by a roll call 
vote 6-3.  Com. Nelson, Hafeman and Meintz voted nay. 
 
 Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Cech to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Motion was approved 9-0.   
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Williams to approve the minutes 
from the December 8, 2015 Regular County Board Meeting.  Motion was approved 9-0.   
 
  Public Comment:  None. 

 
Presentations:   
- Back Forty Project – Barry Hildred, CEO/Director – Barry updated the board 

on the status of the mine project.  They have filed their application for a 
permit on November 12, 2015 with the Michigan DEQ.  The application 
contained 20,000 pages and was deemed Administratively Complete on 
November 26th.  If the DEQ approves their application they hope to start 
construction of the mine project in 2017.  

 



 Department Head/Elected Officials Reports:   
- Paul Putnam, MSU Extension Coordinator – gave the board a brief update.   

 
Action Items: 
Moved by Com. Schei, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve invoice #3 WFP – 

011 in the amount of $51,549.78 to be paid to the M.C. Road Commission for work done 
within the 3-way road project for Harris Township.  Motion was approved 9-0. 

 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Hafeman, to approve Resolution – 

2015-18 ~ Compliance with PA 152 of 2011.  Motion was approved 9-0.  (Attachment A) 
 
Moved by Com. Schei, seconded by Com. Cech to approve 2015/16 Budget 

Amendment #1, with multiple changes (noted in red) throughout the entire 2015/16 
Budget due “mostly” to Workers Compensation rate increases.  Discussion ensued.  Com. 
Nelson asked about the increases in E-911 account 712.03 Funded Co-insurance.  He is 
not sure if this goes over the 80% the county is allowed to pay for the employee’s health 
insurance.  Since Brian is not here to answer these questions he doesn’t feel comfortable 
approving this yet.   

 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Furlong to remove 712.03 E-911 

Funded Co-insurance from 2015/16 Budget Amendment #1 until the board can discuss 
this item with Administrator Brian Bousley.  Motion was approved 9-0.   

 
Moved by Com. Schei, seconded by Com. Cech to approve the amended 2015/16 

Budget Amendment #1, with multiple changes (noted in red) throughout the entire 
2015/16 Budget due “mostly” to Workers Compensation rate increases (minus 712.03 E-
911 Funded Co-insurance).  Motion was approved 9-0.  
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Cech to approve commissioner per 
diems as recently submitted.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Schei to approve miscellaneous 
bills as paid on December 3, 2015 in the combined amount of $135,489.44.  Motion was 
approved 9-0. 
 
 Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Hafeman to place miscellaneous 
boards/committees/commission reports on file in the office of the County Clerk.  Motion 
was approved 9-0.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business (discussion only) 
 
Personnel Items:   

a. None. 
 

Building and Grounds/Parks Items:   
a. 2016 Seasonal Site leases for Shakey Lakes and Kleinke Parks. – The Parks 

Committee approved the attached 2016 Parks Site Leases for Shakey Lakes 
and Kleinke Parks for the Board to review and approve.  – Com. Cech and 
Com. Furlong discussed this.  Com. Furlong stated that there was a Hold 
Harmless clause added to the leases.  The consensus of the board is to move 
this item forward to the next meeting for approval. 

b. 2016 Parks price list to add River Park camping.  – This item was on a 
previous agenda for discussion, and was tabled until more information was 
received from local home owners and their concerns with River Park having 
camping sites.  Com. Furlong commented that we are adding 4 rustic 
campsites at $10/night.  Com. Hafmen asked how we are going to collect the 
fees.  Com. Furlong commented that there will be a payment box and it will 
be on the honor system.  Park Rangers will be coming in once a day.  Com. 
Cech commented that he met with some of the neighbors of River Park 
regarding this.  Com. Hafeman asked if there will be rules posted at River 
Park.  Com. Furlong stated there will be.  The consensus of the board is to 
move this item forward to the next meeting for approval. 

 
Miscellaneous Items:  

a. None. 
 
Finance Items:  

a. County Operating Millage:  Possible Reduction for FY 2016/17.  – Com. 
Nelson stated that this was discussed prior and he thought that we were going 
to wait until after the County audit and after Ray gave his presentation to the 
board before we made any decision on a millage reduction.  It is the consensus 
of the board to wait until after the County audit before this item is discussed 
again. 

b. Commissioner Per Diems and expenses.  - The consensus of the board is to 
move this item forward to the next meeting for approval. 

c. Miscellaneous bills as paid on December 17, 2015 in the combined amount of 
$71,092.37.  - The consensus of the board is to move this item forward to the 
next meeting for approval. 

 
Misc. Boards/Committees/Commissions Reports: 

The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval at the next 
meeting.   

 
Public Comment:  None. 

 



Commissioner Comment: 
- Com. Furlong – Commented that his grandson Trevor Francour is here 

observing his first county board meeting.  He also wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

- Com. Nelson – Commented that we are still trying to get money from 
Substance Abuse Advisory for our county.  He also wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy Hanukkah. 

- Com. Hafeman – Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

- Com. Williams – Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

- Com. Schei – Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
- Com. Meintz – Commented that he is honored to have been the Board Chair 

this past year and he is happy that the board has really come together to work 
on issues in the county.  He also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.   
 

Moved by Com. Williams, seconded by Com. Lang to adjourn at 7:11 p.m.  
Motion was approved 9-0.  
 
 
_______________________      _______________________ 
Charlie Meintz, Chairman     Marc Kleiman, County Clerk   
 
    


