
November 12, 2013 
 

APPROVED on 11/26/13 
 

 Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners in and for the County 
of Menominee and the State of Michigan were held in Courtroom B, Courthouse, Menominee, 
Michigan. 
 
 Chairman Meintz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 A call of the roll indicated that the following Commissioners were present/absent: 
 

Present: Coms. Furlong, Hafeman, Krienke, Lang, Meintz, Nelson, Piche, Plutchak, and 
Schei.   

 
 Absent: None. 
 
 Chairman Meintz stated that the agenda would need to be amended to add Miscellaneous 
Item D under New Business.  This would be a discussion of the Menominee County Section 3 
Implementation Plan. 
 
 Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve the agenda as amended.  
Motion was approved 9-0. 
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve the minutes from the 
October 22, 2013 Regular County Board Meeting.  Motion was approved 9-0.  (The board packet 
was missing a page from the minutes, but the minutes in their entirety were approved.) 

 
 Public Comment:  None. 
 

Presentations:  None. 
 
 Department Head/Elected Officials Reports:   

-County Treasurer Diane Lesperance – She stated that the Menominee County held their 
third land auction and all properties are now sold.  We were able to make a profit of 
$13,125.38 this year. 
 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve the 2013 Menominee 

County Apportionment Report as submitted by the Equalization Director.  (This report was 
changed due to the Nov. 5th Election).  Motion was approved 9-0. 

 
Moved by Com. Plutchak, seconded by Com. Nelson to approve the creation of the 

MERS Defined Contribution Division.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Furlong, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve payment of 

Commissioner Per Diems and expenses as recently submitted.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve miscellaneous bills as 

paid on Oct. 7, 10 & 11, 2013 in a total amount of $124,687.85.  Motion was approved 9-0. 
 



 Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to place miscellaneous 
boards/committees/commission reports on file in the office of the County Clerk.  Motion was 
approved 9-0.   
 
New Business (discussion only) 
 
Personnel Items:   

a. None.  
 

Building and Grounds/Parks Items:   
a. Parks Lease Campsites – Policies and Procedures. – Brian explained there are two 

proposed amendments to be made to the County Park lease agreement.  The first 
regarding lease agreements of 6,5,4,3 and 2 months at Kleinke Park.  The lease 
agreements will start on either the first day of the month or the fifteenth of the month.  
The second amendment is regarding the County Resident Lease Fee; adding language 
stating the requirement of being a permanent resident of Menominee County, in order 
to appreciate the reduced lease fee.  The consensus of the board is to move this item 
forward to the next meeting for approval.   

b. River Park Development – MDNR Resolution ~ 2013-16. – Brian explained that the 
MDNR has sent an agreement to be signed and a resolution to be passed accepting 
the development grant for River Park.  The agreement states the county’s obligations 
regarding funding requirements, completion time and development procedures 
guidelines.  This grant agreement and Resolution is for the development of River 
Park.  Com. Hafeman asked a few questions about hiring an engineering firm for this 
project and if this will delay the project.  Brian explained that the project has been 
delayed because of this, but will be ready to go by spring.  The consensus of the 
board is to move this item forward to the next meeting for approval.   

c. Hermansville building demolition – vacant lots. – Brian explained that the demolition 
of the Hermansville Building is complete.  Now a decision needs to be made on what 
is going to be done with the vacant lots.  The County Treasurer, Diane Lesperance, 
received an appraisal in the amount of $18,000 for the two village lots.  The board 
voiced their concerns that the $18,000 amount was too high.  Com. Hafeman asked if 
there was any interest in the property.  Diane explained that Meyer Township is 
interested in the lots.  Diane also commented about how the residents of 
Hermansville were pushing to have this building taken care of, and when we were 
tearing it down we receive multiple complaints from them.  Com. Nelson feels that 
the land should be given to Meyer Township.  Com. Schei commented that giving it 
to the township would take it off of the tax roll.  Com. Furlong feels that we should 
put it out for bids and see if there is any interest in the lots.  If that fails we could then 
give it to the township.  Com. Meintz agrees with that idea.  Com. Piche stated there 
are no bad ideas.  He agrees with Com. Furlong that the property is not going 
anywhere so the board should take their time and explore all options.  Com. Nelson 
stated that he will attend the Meyer Township board meeting on Wednesday night 
and discuss this with them.   

 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

a. CUPPAD – Letter/resolution of Support Request. -  Brian explained that CUPPAD is 
in the process of developing an application for the Governor’s “Regional Prosperity 
Initiative.”  They ask for support from the County Board via a resolution and/or a 
letter of support.  Both are enclosed in the packet.  Rhiannon Haller, Assistant 



Community Planner is present for questions.  Ms. Haller further explained the 
initiative.  They are requesting $229,000 in funding from the State of Michigan.  
Com. Meintz asked what the money would be paying for.  She stated that she could 
provide Brian with a detailed budget.  Com. Furlong asked how this would benefit 
Menominee County since we already have a Planning Commission, Economic 
Development Commission and other local organizations already working on this.  
Com. Nelson stated that he does not see a problem with a support letter.  Com. 
Hafeman commented that we have not benefitted from CUPPAD in the past.  Brian 
will be gathering more information from CUPPAD on this subject. 

b. MSHDA ~ Fair Housing Resolution 2013-15. – Brian explained that Larry Wall, 
Grant Administrator has asked the board to approve an updated Fair Housing 
Resolution for the new grant.  We have approved this resolution in previous years.  
This is just an update to go along with the grant paperwork.  Brian read the 
resolution.  The board would like to move this to an action item tonight for approval. 
 
Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to move the approval of 
MSHDA ~ Fair Housing Resolution 2013-15 and action item.  Motion was approved 
by a roll call vote 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve MSHDA ~ Fair 
Housing Resolution 2013-15.  Motion was approved by a roll call vote 9-0. 
 

c.  DHS Board – Request more applications. – Brian is just informing the board that on 
September 24, 2013 the county board discussed the DHS/Pinecrest board member 
vacancy, Administration advertised to fill the vacancy and has received two 
applications for interested patrons.  On October 22, 2013 this item was tabled for 
more information.  As of November 1, 2013 the only two applicants for the position 
have requested their applications for appointment be rescinded.  Administration has 
submitted an ad to receive more applications for this appointment. 

d. Menominee County Section 3 Implementation Plan. – Larry Wall, Grant 
Administrator explained to the board what the Implementation Plan was.  The 
consensus of the board is to move this item forward to the next meeting for approval.   
 

Finance Items:  
a. Michigan State University Extension (MOA) – Revised. – Brian explained that a 

revised MOA from MSU has been sent from Dr. Coon.  The MOA states Menominee 
County shall pay $30,000 for the one Full Time Educator and one half time 4H 
Coordinator for the current Fiscal Year (October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2014).  
Com. Meintz discussed a conversation he had with Dr. Coon about how they are 
going to try to fill the Educator position with someone who is more likely to fit the 
old school needs of our area.  The consensus of the board is to move this item 
forward to the next meeting for approval.   

b. Commissioner Per Diems and expenses. - The consensus of the board is to move this 
item forward to the next meeting for approval.   

c. Miscellaneous bills as paid on Oct. 16, 23, 25, 30 & Nov. 7, 2013 in the amount of 
$342,263.73. - The consensus of the board is to move this item forward to the next 
meeting for approval.   

 
Misc. Boards/Committees/Commissions Reports: 

The consensus of the board is to move this item forward for approval at the next 
meeting. 



 
 Chairman Meintz called for public comment 
 

Public Comment:   
- Mari Negro – Commented that when the Hermansville building demolitions was 

brought to the board as a goal of Com. Jasper he stated that he wanted the lots to be 
given to Meyer Township when the process was completed.  She also commented 
that the county library office in the Community Center does not pay rent or for 
electric and heating and if they were charged that amount over the past ten years that 
would be equal to the $18,000 value of the property.  She commented that the EDC 
has plenty of property that is already for sale in Hermansville.  She is upset with the 
comments that were made earlier in the meeting about the residents of Hermansville 
being unfriendly regarding this project.  She also asked the board to remember to 
advertise with her newspaper when they have notices and ads to publish. 

- Eileen Behrend – Gave a history lesson and update on the Bailey Fishing Museum.  
She also thanked the board for all of their support of the property. 

- Diane Lesperance – Commented on the fishing museum and people really should go 
there.  She also clarified her comments on the residents of Hermansville and the 
project there. 

- Eileen Behrend – Also thanked the parks staff for helping to maintain the property.    
 
Commissioner Comment: 
- Com. Hafeman – Commented about the Pinecrest Board that she sits on as a liaison.  

There were problems with the Director, Richard Mapes.  At the last meeting he was 
dismissed from his position and Darlene Smith was hired as the interim director for 
the next 6 months.  Mr. Mapes is still in allowed 90 days to stay in the house. She 
also commented on the need to fill the deputy equalization position and plan for the 
future, when Peggy retires. It takes about three years of training, plus. I’d like to see a 
local person trained with credentials put in there. I’m hoping Brian can put some 
pressure on the union person to allow this to go forward. 

- Com. Schei – Commented on the equalization position and hopes that it will possibly 
be on the next agenda.  He also commented on the Public Health meeting and he was 
pleased to see that the building next door had been pressure washed.  He also 
commented about how many flu shots the health department in Escanaba was able to 
provide. 

- Com. Meintz – Commented that he hoped everyone has a safe hunting season, which 
starts on Friday. 

 
Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Plutchak to adjourn at 7:41 p.m.  Motion was 

approved 9-0.  
 
 
 
_______________________     _______________________ 
Charlie Meintz, Chairman     Marc Kleiman, County Clerk   


