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 Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners in and for the County of 
Menominee and the State of Michigan were held at the Cedarville Township Hall, Cedar River, Michigan. 
 
 Chairman Meintz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 A call of the roll indicated that the following Commissioners were present/absent: 
 

Present: Coms. Furlong, Hafeman, Krienke, Lang, Meintz, Nelson, Piche, and Schei.   
 Absent: Com Plutchak (arrived at 6:08 pm) 
 
 Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Hafeman to approve the agenda.  Motion was 
approved 8-0. 
 

Moved by Com. Nelson, seconded by Com. Krienke to approve the minutes from the May 22, 
2014 Special Meeting, the May 27, 2014 Regular County Board Meeting.  Motion was approved 8-0. 

 
- Com. Plutchak arrived (6:08 pm) 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Bill Anderson (Spalding Township), Gary Eichhorn (Spalding Township), and 

Mary Negro (Meyer Township) spoke in support of the nomination of Garry Anderson to the 
Twin County Airport Commission. 

 
PRESENTATIONS:  None. 

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD/ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS:  None.  

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

Moved by Com. Schei and seconded by Com. Nelson to approve Resolution 2014-11 ~ 
Wireless Service. Com. Meintz mentioned that he has received calls from many residents 
concerned about the loss of their land line service. Com. Hafeman and Com. Lang agreed stating 
this may be premature because of lack of blanket wireless coverage. Com. Furlong stated that he 
appreciated the newspaper correction stating that the board is not supporting eliminating land 
lines but that the board is supporting wireless service coverage prior to the elimination of land 
lines. Com. Schei stated that he has a concern as to cell service being disconnected during a time 
of a national emergency. Motion was approved 7-2 (Com. Hafeman and Lang voting against). 
(see Attachment A) 
 

Moved by Com. Nelson and seconded by Com. Piche to approve Resolution 2014-12 ~ 
Acceptance of Terms of DNR Grant for Stoney Point Boat Launch Improvements. Com. 
Hafeman expressed concerns as to the reimbursement payments under the grant, the useful life of 
the boat launch, and county’s responsibility for overall maintenance.  Motion approved 9-0. (see 
Attachment B) 
 

Moved by Com. Schei and seconded by Com. Nelson to appoint Garry E. Anderson to 
the Twin county Airport Commission to represent Menominee County for the remainder of a 
resigning member’s term (June 01, 2014 to December 31, 2015).  Com. Furlong expressed 



concerns with the appointment, and Mr. Anderson’s transfer of his airport hangar lease.  Com. 
Furlong acknowledged that he is certain that Mr. Anderson will represent the interests of the 
pilots well however suggests that the board not appoint either applicant and re-advertise the 
position looking for a member of the business community to assist with the continued 
improvement of the airport property.  Com. Nelson supports the appointment of Mr. Anderson 
and feels that he will be fiscally responsible in the airport operation.  Com. Lang feels that Mr. 
Anderson’s transfer of his airport hangar lease is merely a way of circumventing Michigan law.  
Adm. Bousley referenced Prosecuting Attorney Hass’ 06/10/2014 Memorandum “if Mr. 
Anderson conveyed his interest in the hanger lease, this would not prevent him from accepting an 
appointment”.  Com. Furlong feels if we’re just going to allow him to circumvent the law, doesn’t 
that speak to integrity and honesty. “It’s just a game, this board would be extremely shortsighted 
if we went down that road again.” Com. Schei commented that the hangar is personal property on 
land leased from the county and he sees no conflict of interest. Com. Meintz: “I sit on the airport 
commission and I believe it is important to have someone on the airport board that is a user of the 
airport and is familiar with what is happening. I believe Mr. Anderson did a good job when he 
was on there last time. I don’t have any issues with it.” Com. Piche inquired if the hangar has in 
fact been transferred. The board asked Mr. Anderson (who was in attendance) if the hangar has in 
fact been transferred. Mr. Anderson responded, “Yes it has happened.” Com. Hafeman feels it 
would be good to know the workings of the airport if you’re going to be on that commission. 
Com Krienke: “I support Mr. Anderson, he has an understanding of the workings at the airport. 
He is a retired successful business man who knows the value of earning a dollar.” Motion 
approved 7-2 (Com. Furlong and Lang voting against). 

 
Moved by Com. Hafeman and seconded by Com. Plutchak to approve payment of 

Commissioner Per Diems and expenses as recently submitted. Motion approved 9-0. 
 
Moved by Com. Hafeman and seconded by Com. Nelson to approve miscellaneous bills 

as paid on May 22, 2014 in the amount of $70,108.88. Com. Hafeman questions invoicing by 
North Shore Pathology and inquires whether the medical examiner has the capability to do that 
work himself.  Adm. Bousley responded that the medical examiner is the only one that can 
authorize an autopsy however does not perform the actual autopsy.  Motion approved 9-0. 

 
Moved by Com. Nelson and seconded by Com. Hafeman to place miscellaneous 

boards/committees/commission reports on file in the office of the County Clerk. Motion approved 
9-0 
 

NEW BUSINESS (DISCUSSION ONLY) 
 

PERSONNEL ITEMS:   
a. None 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS/PARKS ITEMS:   
a. None 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:   
a. Fair Board member resignation. Adm. Bousley reported that there has been a resignation of 

Diane Brazelton, a longtime member of the Fair Board, and that there have been no 
applicants for that position. It is the recommendation of Adm. Bousley that the position not 
be filled until after the County Fair. 

 
FINANCE ITEMS:  



a. Commissioner Per Diems and Expenses.  No questions/comments. The consensus is to move 
forward to the County Board for Approval as Recommended. 

 
b. Miscellaneous bills as paid on May 22, 2014 & June 05, 2014 in the combined amount of 

$44,142.23. Com. Hafeman questions the AT&T bill and when the fiber cable will be 
installed. Adm. Bousley responded that the fiber will be installed by the end of the month and 
that there may be another AT&T billing prior to switching to Time Warner. Com. Hafeman 
question the purchase of flowers for the county properties and if Menominee County 
businesses could be given preference. Adm. Bousley responded that the flower purchases 
have been made based on a best prices received for the quantities purchased. Com. Hafeman 
further questioned the purchase of copier supplies from UES Computers. Adm. Bousley 
responded that the particular invoice questioned was for setting up the copier and that all 
purchases are shopped around for the lowest price. The consensus is to move forward to the 
County Board for Approval as Recommended. 

 
 

MISC. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSIONS REPORTS: 
a. No questions/comments. The consensus is to move forward to the County Board for 

Approval as Recommended.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Dick Peterson, Lake Township, chairman of Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition, 
servicing Menominee, Dickinson, Florence, Forest, and Marinette, had its annual meeting 
06/03/2014. The meeting was also attended by Adm. Bousley and Paul Anderson who were 
installed on the board of directors of the WRISC. The coalition has made a lot of progress over 
the year. The WRISC now has 31 partners including Menominee, Cedarville, Ingallston, and 
Lake Townships. Mr. Peterson further reported on upcoming actives of the coalition and provided 
contact information if there were topics of interest to be covered at upcoming meetings. 
 

COMMISSIONER COMMENT: 
Com. Meintz June is Dairy Month and there will be farm breakfasts in surrounding 

counties. Despite the wet spring, crops are growing well. 
 

Com. Nelson acknowledged Com. Lang’s a belated 81st Happy Birthday. 
 

Com. Piche stated that despite rumors to the contrary the Menominee County Board is 
here to tell everyone that the Fair will go on. Com. Piche further would like to thank Adm. 
Bousley for his efforts in making the fair happen. 

 
Any other items members may wish to present:  None. 
 

Moved by Com. Hafeman, seconded by Com. Nelson to adjourn at 6:39 p.m.  Motion was 
approved 9-0. 
 
 
_______________________ 
Charlie Meintz, Chairman 
 
 
_______________________ 
Tom Faller Chief Deputy, County Clerk  


