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1. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chair, Bob Desjarlais at Kleinke Park in 

Cedar River. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was omitted due to lack of flag. 

3. Reporting for roll call were:  Bob Desjarlais, Dick Peterson, Kathy Branz, Mike Kass, 
Vola Bleile, County Commissioners Larry Phelps and Bill Cech and County Administrator 
Jason Carviou..   

4. Approval of agenda:  Motion by Bill Cech to approve the agenda, with the addition of m 
– Free Camping for Volunteer Emergency personnel, supported by Dick Peterson with all 
in favor.   

5. Minutes: Larry Phelps made a motion to accept the May 6, 2019 minutes supported by 
Vola Bleile.  All were in agreement.  Motion carried. 

6. Public Comments:  Nancy Larson said they have been cleaning up the debris, making 
brush piles and chipping.  Each week more people have been showing up to help.  Great 
Lakes Conservation Corp has committed to one week at Bailey Park to help with cleanup 
and other projects.  Nancy asked what size the brush piles should be and it was agreed to 
make them 18” to 20” high by 5 to 6’ diameter.  Also we would like 6 to 8 brush piles. 
Noreen Johnson was approached by the Michigan Small Business Center.  They work 
with nonprofit organizations by helping to promote their cause.  The gentleman lives in 
Ishpeming and has an office in Houghton.   

7. Business: 

a. Review Financials – Jason stated there needs to be some reclassification of 
some of the accounts.  There are two accounts for the same thing and they have to 
be combined to clean up the report. 

b.  Picnic Tables – grant:  A grant was received from Hannahville for $4,000.  We 
had budgeted $7,000 which gives us a total of $11,000 to about 59 picnic tables.  
Bob stated he called the company we ordered the frames from last year and they 
will still do $139 per frame delivered to Stephenson.  A motion by Bill to have Jason 
present to the County Board to honor this purchase without bids due to prior 
service, supported by Mike Kass with all in favor. 

c. Electrical at Shakey Lakes – The bid was presented to the County Board and 
postponed until the Alger Delta advises us of the cost for additional work need from 
them.  Also, Jason asked about eliminating some of the meters in the park.  It was 
decided when Alger Delta goes to Shakey Lakes to give a price on the electric 
project to see if some of the meters could be combined.  Our understanding is if 
the meters are in the park, Alger Delta will be responsible for the transformers.  
Jason will report on this as the information is available. 

d. New restrooms at Shakey Lakes (replace pit toilets) – Administrator Jason 
Carviou was in contact with Dan Ruther regarding the blue prints for the new 
restrooms.  Dan is proposing a 5’ overhang on the trusses to cover the walkway to 



the entrance of the restrooms.  He also wanted to know which way the doorways 
should face as this would determine where the drain field would be placed.  It was 
decided to have the entry face the road for both with the drain field in the back as 
this would be the least costly.   When the blueprints are completed in mid-June we 
will be able to get bids so they can be completed the fall.  Bids in July to be 
returned early August. 

e. Added Parking at Shakey Lakes Boat Launch – Per Karen they are using the 
boat launch even with the water problems.  Bob said he should have limestone 
available this summer and will donate what is needed to complete this project. 

f.  List of Accomplishments over the last 5 years – Items to be added as 
accomplished 

g.  Electric at Bailey – Noreen said they should have the drawings in a couple of 
weeks for the new building.  They would also like to upgrade some of the electrical 
in the existing buildings.  As soon as the drawings are available a bid can be put 
out for the work 

h. Radios – Emergency Services Grant – This is a grant that was done by Rich 
Sexton, Emergency Service Coordinator with a follow up by Tom Phillips new 
Emergency Service Coordinator.  There will be a base in the Shakey Lakes office 
with radios in the trucks or belt radios.  They are handling everything with no cost 
to the Parks. 

i. Weekly Reservations at Kleinke – Bob talked with Karen and Jim Quist regarding 
reservations at Kleinke.  This would go into effect for the 2020 season.  Suggested 
protocol would be reservations 2 weeks in advance so the park personnel has time 
to tag the proper site and paid at that time. More discussion for a follow up on this.  

j. On line reservations – Jason stated the State of Michigan has one of the best on 
line reservations sites.  We would like to visit them and get information from other 
on line reservation users to help make a decision.  If a visit is necessary Karen, 
Mike and Kathy would like to be included. 

k. Kayak Launch Mason Park (Larry Phelps) – Larry has been doing some 
research on this as to getting help or grants.  He will be checking with the DAV, 
Freedom for Patriots and other veteran organizations along with organizations 
relating to disabled/handicapped people.  He feels Mason Park is ideal for this as it 
is close to Menominee and on the backwaters (current of the river would not be an 
issue).  Larry would also like to add picnic tables and grills to Mason Park.  He will 
report his findings at our next meeting. 

l. Bailey Park – Stump Removal/Cleanup – A walk through Bailey Park with Noreen 
was done by Jason, Larry, Kathy, Bob and Dick.  Noreen will mark the stumps to 
be removed by the fishing museum.  Along with this there will be stumps marked in 
the new picnic areas and in Kleinke Park to be put out on bids when the amount is 
determined.  At Bailey on the road to the south the trees will have to be trimmed to 
widen the road.  Bob and Jason feel this could be accomplished by removing the 
branches along the road.  The Bailey Fishing Museum volunteers have rented a 
chipper twice for a cost of $400 (rental plus mileage to pick up) and need to use 
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two more times.  A motion by Bill to cover this cost supported by Vola with all in 
favor. 

A suggestion by Elaine Berhend to put a cable or chain by the new parking areas 
to prevent people from driving down the shoreline.  This will be addressed 

m. Free Camping for Emergency Volunteers – Jason received a letter requesting 
free camping for emergency volunteers (Fire and rescue).  After much discussion it 
was decided to deny this request because of abuse of the rules in the past. 

8. Correspondence:  None.  

9. Any other item Members Wish to Present: Mike Kass stated the Township will be doing 
some graveling and we might check with the Menominee County Road Commission and 
do Kleinke Park at the same time.  We will check on the cost. 

10. Public Comment:  Noreen Johnson stated they received a grant from the M & M 
Foundation for signs to identify the paths and other information.  She also received word 
that the Great Lakes Conservation Corp will be helping with cleanup and a bridge for the 
ditch one week in July and they will be camping at Kleinke.  Noreen will be doing an 
article in the paper regarding the Grant and the Great Lakes Conservation Corp along 
with promoting the walking trails available at Bailey Park. 

10. Adjournment – Motion by Kathy Branz to adjourn supported by Vola Bleile with all in 
favor at 7:30 PM 

11. Next meeting will be at River Park on Cnty Rd 577 on July 1, 2019 at 6 P.M. 


