Menominee County         

Parks and Recreation Committee

July 8, 2009

Minutes

Members Present:  Vola Bleile, Judy Bright, James Furlong, Jason Lauzer, and Dick Peterson.  Absent:  Mark Aubert and Michael Lyons.  Also in attendance: Steve Wery, Parks Superintendent.

The meeting was held at Kleinke Park and Vice-Chairman Lauzer called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Motion to approve an amended agenda to include a presentation by Bill Hanson was made by James Furlong and seconded by Vola Bleile.  Motion carried.

Motion to approve May 13, 2009 minutes as presented made by James Furlong and seconded by Dick Peterson.  Motion carried.

Public Comments were made by the following campers at Kleinke Park: 

Vickie Plautz: honor system and posting park rules.


Jessie Strahl: need a separate area for dogs.


Sue Aubry: complimented superintendent & staff on good park maintenance.

Karl Doerr: pump the outhouse(s) more frequently.


Eileen Behrendt of the West Shore Fishing Museum: complimented crew; mowing parking field; check water source; invited Parks Committee to hold next meeting at Museum.

Christie Saoo: Kleinke Park is a “jewel” and appreciates helpfulness of parks crew.  Has concerns that Sect. 13 of the Parks Ordinance needs to be enforced.


Dick Saoo: terrific job on maintenance; dog and goose droppings on beach.

Sue Aubry: dog and goose droppings on beach.


Karl Doerr: dog and goose droppings on beach.
Supervisor Wery advised the committee that Solander Electric was the successful bidder on the 12-Circuit Generator Panel at Shakey Lakes.  The panel has been installed and tested.  The rangers know how to operate.  He also said that Alger-Delta has increased the power supply to the park.
A motion by James Furlong, seconded by Vola Bleile, was unanimously passed to forward a resolution to the County Board in “Support of  ‘Front 40’ and Their Efforts to Educate Residents of Menominee County on Potential Mining.”
As discussion began on reviewing the Parks Committee By-laws, there was more public input on dogs in the park.  The issue of dogs will be added to next month’s agenda.

The By-laws were reviewed and several items were edited: 


Article III revised to reflect current composition of committee.


Article III - Section 1: Secretary or designee shall be the recorder.


Article IV – Section 1: add Secretary as an officer of the committee.


Article V – Section 1: add “The committee shall meet a minimum of six times per year.”

Article V - Section 2: change the number to “2” to call a special meeting.

Article VII: check for latest version of “Robert’s Rules of Order” or to agree with County Board By-Laws.

Judy Bright will advise Sherry Smith, the Administrator’s Secretary, of these changes for presentation at our next meeting for approval before going to the county board.

After updating the committee on revenues and expenses to operate the parks and the anticipated increase in electric rates, Superintendent Wery recommended that park fees be increased for 2010.  A motion by Jason Lauzer and seconded by Dick Peterson to increase fees for daily camp sites by $1 per day and lease sites by $150 for a 5-month lease (and prorated for other lease periods) carried unanimously.  The registration fee of $5 will not change.  Wery also advised that over the past 11 years, parks revenue has increased to the point that the taxpayers’ contribution to the parks has dropped from over $90,000 to approximately $45,500.  He also noted that there are 92 on the waiting list for lease sites.
Bill Hanson addressed the committee on his desire to operate a concession stand at Kleinke Park.  A motion by Jason Lauzer and seconded by Vola Bleile to have Superintendent Wery and Mr. Hanson explore the steps necessary to establish a concession stand for county board approval was passed unanimously.
(Commissioner Peterson left the meeting at 7:24 pm.)

Superintendent Wery reported on the following:


Record revenues in parks for past 10 years; expecting this will be a good year.


Shoreline cannot be cut until August 1st.


Looking for grants to improve beach areas.

There was no correspondence.

Public comment:


Eileen Behrendt: put pressure on legislators about cost of removing noxious weeds.

A motion to adjourn was made by Judy Bright, seconded by Jason Lauzer.  Motion carried; the meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm
Judy Bright, Secretary
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