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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners continued their annual meetings with 

township officials in the Road Commission offices north of Stephenson on Monday, January 20, 

2020. 

 

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 5:53 p.m. with the following persons present or absent: 

 

PRESENT: Kenneth Bower, Anthony Kakuk, Kenneth Kline, Darrell Cass and Lisa Savord.  Also 

present were Mike Arnold-MCRC Powers District Foreman and Tim Starzynski-MCRC Stephenson 

District Foreman.  

ABSENT: None. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

FAITHORN TOWNSHIP  

(5:53 p.m.) Present for Faithorn Township were Deputy Supervisor Rosie Kiser, Clerk Kathy Branz, 

Treasurer Mary Pollard, and Trustees Ann Gurgall and Bill DeVoe.   

 

Kakuk turned the meeting over to Cass who welcomed the township officials.  Cass discussed winter 

maintenance operations and asked if there were seeing any issues in Faithorn Township, to which 

they responded that there were none.     

 

Cass presented a listing of the upcoming projects for the 2020 construction season, and discussed 

each item.  He noted that there would be approximately 10 miles of chip seals contracted out and 

that he was still working on which sections of road would be included in the project.  He asked the 

township to advise if they had any areas in mind that would be eligible for chip seal.  Clerk Branz 

stated she felt that CR577, from Bird Road to G-18, was already beyond being able to chip seal, but 

the section from Bird Road north to County Line Road may be a good choice.  Cass also discussed 

the work that was planned for MCRC forces, which includes a grade lift on Warren Kelly Lane.  

Clerk Branz noted that 36 Road east off of CR577 may need a grade lift.  District Foreman 

Starzynski replied that culverts had been replaced and maintenance gravel put down a couple years 

prior.  Cass will look at the road to check if anything further is needed.  

 

Clerk Branz asked if anything other than shouldering was scheduled for CR388.  Cass responded 

that just the shouldering was on the schedule this year.  Cass stated that he was currently working on 

a list of federal aid eligible projects and asked if there were any that the township would like to see 

added to the list for future programming.  Clerk Branz replied that the top priority would be CR388, 

from CR579 to CR577, and CR577, from Bird Road to G-18, would be the second priority. 

 

Graveling needs in the township were discussed.  County Line Road, from CR388 to Gustafson 

Road and areas on Gustafson Road near the creek were listed as needing gravel.  It was also noted 

that Gustafson Road washes out on the hill. 

 

Clerk Branz stated that Bird Road and S. Lake Shore Drive were in pretty good condition now.  She 

also added that winter maintenance was going well and that the new plow driver on the route was 

doing a great job.   

 

Trustee Gurgall asked about culvert repairs on CR577, ¼ mile south of CR388 at Morlock’s Creek.  

Starzynski responded that he hadn’t had time to get to it yet, but it was on the list. 

 

Faithorn Township officials and District Foreman Tim Starzynski left the meeting at 6:25 p.m.  

 

MEYER TOWNSHIP 

(6:30 p.m.) Present for Meyer Township were Supervisor Robert Smith, Clerk Beth Bertolini and 

Trustee Mark Schoen.  

 

Cass welcomed the township officials.  Cass then discussed winter maintenance operations and 

asked if there were seeing any issues in Meyer Township.  Clerk Bertolini responded that CR388 

and CR579 could use more sand near the areas where blind exits existed.  Trustee Schoen asked if 

weight restrictions could be enforced earlier this year due to heavy logging on Vega Road causing 

damage. 

 

Trustee Schoen noted that the storm drain and manhole cover on South Main Street had been hit by 

the grader several years prior but had not been repaired.  Cass will look at this and determine if there  

is a better solution for this area than the storm drain/manhole. 
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Cass presented a listing of the upcoming projects for the 2020 construction season, and discussed 

each item.  He noted that there would be approximately 10 miles of chip seals contracted out and 

that he was still working on which sections of road would be included in the project.  He asked the 

township to advise if they had any areas in mind that would be eligible for chip seal. 

 

Supervisor Smith advised that the paved driveways on West Third Street had been cut for the 

project, but had not yet been finished.  Kakuk stated that once Meyer Township decides how they 

want to proceed with the project, then the driveways would be finished as well. 

 

Cass stated that he was currently working on a list of federal aid eligible projects and asked if there 

were any that the township would like to see added to the list for future programming.  Trustee 

Schoen replied that CR388 from US 2 in Hermansville to Powers would be their top priority federal 

aid project. 

 

Trustee Schoen stated that Snuff Box Road needed gravel.  District Foreman Arnold added that there 

were areas of Vega Road that could use gravel also. 

 

Cass asked that the township look into how they would like to spend the railroad crossing closure 

funds set aside for use within Meyer Township and present him with a list.  Possible projects are 

chip/fog seals and laying limestone down on the alley between Main Street and Linden Street behind 

the rescue squad and Community Club buildings. 

 

Cass advised the township to look into the MDOT Safe Routes to School program to see if they 

could qualify for any funds from this program for Second Street between the school and playground.   

 

Trustee Schoen noted that there were quite a few cars parked on the streets in Hermansville that 

make snow clean up hard for the grader operator, but that the township currently had no ordinance to 

prevent this. 

 

Meyer Township officials left the meeting at 7:1 p.m. 

 

GOURLEY TOWNSHIP  

(7:12 p.m.) Clerk Annette Soper and Treasurer Stephanie Walechka were present for Gourley 

Township. 

 

Cass welcomed the Gourley Township officials and asked how winter maintenance was going in 

their township, which they advised had been good so far.  Cass also asked that if they become aware 

of any spring break up road problems that they call and let him know. 

 

Cass presented a listing of the upcoming projects for the 2020 construction season, and discussed 

each item.  He noted that there would be approximately 10 miles of chip seals contracted out and 

that he was still working on which sections of road would be included in the project.  He asked the 

township to advise if they had any areas in mind that would be eligible for chip seal. 

 

The federal aid eligible project list was discussed and Cass asked if the township had any federal aid 

roads they would like to add to the list for consideration for future funding.  CR557, from CR374 to 

CR380, was noted as their top priority. 

 

Clerk Soper stated that the west end of 32 Road may be a spring breakup project, with a ½ to ¾ mile 

grade lift needed. 

 

Cass asked the township to consider purchasing crushed gravel for the road commission to place on 

their roads.  If they decide to do this, he asked them to let him know so he can plan for the necessary 

crushing contracts. 

 

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

Finance Director/Clerk                                               Chair 


