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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners held a regular meeting in their offices north 

of Stephenson on Wednesday, December 11, 2019. 

 

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the following persons present or absent: 

 

Present: Kenneth Bower, Anthony Kakuk, Kenneth Kline, Darrell Cass, Darrell Moilanen, and Lisa 

Savord.  Also present were Chantae Lessard, Mike Foley, Dana Dziedzic, Dave Anderson, Charlene 

Peterson, William Trombley, Allen Mott, Jim Meek, Larry Barker, Lowell Bengry, and Tony 

Baciak, Jr. 

 

Absent: None 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Public comments – Lowell Bengry noted that the crew did an excellent job with the snowstorm.  He 

also stated that the shoulder on G-12, near Rasmussen Road, had a 4-5” drop-off that needed to be 

addressed.  Cass will check on this. 

 

Charlene Peterson also complimented the road commission crew and the Alger Delta employees on 

their excellent work during the storm.  

 

Allen Mott stated that Johnson Road, to the east off of Swede Road, had not been plowed and asked 

whether the road commission planned to continue to maintain it or if he could take it over.  Cass 

advised that the road commission currently certifies 3 tenths of a mile of Johnson Road and would 

continue to maintain it. 

 

William Trombley advised that he owned property on the southern 3 miles of State Road W-2, from 

Chalk Hills Road to G-18, and said that it didn’t appear to be maintained as well as in the past as it 

took 7 days before it was plowed after the storm.  He also noted that the road had been closed in the 

spring of 2019 during weight restrictions and hadn’t been reopened until nearly Memorial Day 

which interfered with fishing and the use of the boat landing. He asked if the plow was not going to 

go down State W-2, that they be careful not to plow it closed when they went by.  Cass stated that 

the plowing would not be changed, but that some pit run and maintenance gravel may be added in 

the spring.  Moilanen added that there were 12 inch and deeper ruts in the road in the springtime and 

that the road commission would need township approval prior to re-graveling the road. 

 

Allen Mott added that he would be paving his driveway in the spring and would like to extend the 

pavement over a portion of the county road.  Cass advised that he should discuss this with Harris 

Township prior to proceeding. 

 

David Anderson from Aquila Resources stated that they had submitted an abandonment petition to 

the road commission, along with an agreement that would provide financial assistance to the road 

commission to improve approximately 10 miles of county road at no cost to tax payers.  He also 

added that Aquila had worked with several agencies, local officials and residents while designing the 

plan and noted that there would be an improvement to emergency response times and enhancements 

to road commission staff and equipment at Aquila’s expense.  Chantae Lessard added that Aquila 

had heard from many community members that do not want the mine to use G-12 and River Road. 

 

Kakuk stated that since agenda item #14 was related to this discussion, he would like to move it up 

on the agenda and act upon it.  Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Bower to move agenda item 14 

“Discuss Aquila Resources USA, Inc abandonment petition and set abandonment hearing date” to 

above item 4 “Public Appearances” on the agenda.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss Aquila Resources USA, Inc. abandonment petition and set abandonment hearing date – Cass 

advised that a valid petition had been received requesting abandonment of a portion of River Road in 

Lake Township and that a public hearing to allow public comment regarding the abandonment 

needed to be scheduled.  Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Kline to hold the public hearing on 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 9:00 am CT at the Menominee County Road Commission office.  

Carried unanimously. 

 

Public appearances – None.   

 

Additions/corrections to minutes for 11/12/19 – There being no questions or comments, Kakuk 

declared the minutes will stand as written. 
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Financial Report –   

 
 

There being no questions or comments, the financial report was accepted as read. 

 

Vouchers # 20-0007, 20-0010 and 20-1130 – Moved by Bower, seconded by Kline that the vouchers 

be approved and ordered paid. Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to bid CR348 (Church Rd. to Orley Ln.) project – Cass noted that the design should be 

complete in the next week or so and that he would like to go to bid as early as possible to get more 

favorable pricing.  Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Kline to have Cass go to bid on this project. 

Carried unanimously. 

 

Approve 2020 Regular Monthly Meeting schedule – Moved by Bower, seconded by Kline to 

approve the following meeting schedule. Carried unanimously. 

 

Thursday, January 2, 2020  9:00 a.m. (Reorganizational Meeting) 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020             9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020  9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 3, 2020  9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020  9:00 a.m.  

Tuesday, May 12, 2020     9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020   9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, July 14, 2020   9:00 a.m. 

            Tuesday, August 11, 2020  9:00 a.m.        

 Tuesday, September 8, 2020             9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020  9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020   9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020  9:00 a.m. 

 

Receipts Expenditures

Payables / 

Reserves Balances

Balance, November 11, 2019 $3,703,248.04

Receipts thru 11/30/19 24,656.89

Expenditures thru 11/30/19 573,390.74

Balance, November 30, 2019 $3,154,514.19

Michigan Transportation Funds 430,153.38

Receipts thru 12/10/19 39,406.11

Expenditures thru 12/10/19 0.00

Set aside for purchase of graders in 2020 1,200,000.00

State Maint. & Equip. Advances 146,143.00

Balance, December 10, 2019 494,216.38 573,390.74 1,346,143.00 2,277,930.68    

Payables & Reserves

Payroll 12/12 and 12/26 (Est.) 175,000.00

Soc. Sec. 12/12 and 12/26 (Est.) 13,387.50

Reserve for workers compensation insurance 8,576.36

Reserve for liability insurance 83,706.00

Reserve for rental grader leases - John Deere (Oct 2015) 38,167.00

Reserve for rental grader leases - Cat Financial (Dec 2015) 172,626.82

Reserve for Forest Funds 161,010.93

Reserve RR X'ing closure funds for Meyer Twp. projects 199,788.35

Reserve for Federal Aid Match for CR360 project 12,000.00

Reserve for Federal Aid Match for CR400 project 6,923.64

Reserve for Federal Aid Match for C-1 Bridge 6,562.40

Reserve for Construction Engineering for CR360 0.00

Reserve for Construction Engineering for C-1 Bridge 13,877.24

Reserve for Construction Engineering for CR400 4,722.74

Reserv for Design Engineering for No. 29 Road Bridge 57,610.00

Reserve for LaBelle Road pavement inspection/testing/staking 4,843.00

Reserve for crushing 45,000 tons of 23A limestone 217,800.00

Reserve for Cutting edges for Underbodies 0.00

Reserve for electrical wiring at Powers & Menominee 0.00

Reserve for roof repairs on Stephenson cold storage 0.00

Reserve for 3 Heavy Duty Tandem Dump Trucks 336,504.00 (1,513,105.98)   

764,824.70$     
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Approve 2020 Township Meetings preliminary schedule – The board was presented with a proposed 

schedule for the annual meetings to be held on January 20, 21 & 23, 2020. Moved by Kakuk, 

seconded by Bower to approve the updated preliminary schedule and have Savord send notices to 

the townships to determine if the meeting times work for them. Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss/approve resolution to appoint trustees for union pension plan – Cass explained that currently 

Moilanen and Savord are listed as trustees of the plan.  With Moilanen’s upcoming retirement, a 

replacement should to be named to take his place as one of the trustees on the plan.  Moved by 

Bower, seconded by Kakuk to appoint Cass as Moilanen’s replacement and to allow Cass and 

Savord to process the necessary amendment to the plan to make this change.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss/adopt amendment to MERS Health Care Savings Plan – Cass explained the purpose of the 

amendment. Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Kline to amend the MERS Health Care Savings 

Program Participation Agreement to allow retiring employees the option of putting any vacation and 

sick leave conversion payments in either the HCSP or the MERS 457 Savings Plan or a combination 

thereof.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to bid new or used loader – Cass explained that the construction loader was in poor 

condition and that the repairs needed were getting to be where the cost of the repairs was more than 

the value of the machine.  Bower asked what Cass was anticipating the cost of the replacement to be.  

Cass stated that it could be $250,000 or more depending on if a new machine was purchased or if a 

decent used machine was available.  Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Bower to have Cass bid a new 

or used loader with a minimum capacity of 5 cyds.  Carried unanimously.  

 

Any other business – Moilanen advised that a notice had been received from the CUP Rally 

committee to once again run the race in Menominee County and use a similar route as in past years.  

The race would be scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 2020.  Moved by Kline, seconded by Bower to 

allow the CUP Rally to have use of county roads for their race as in the past.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Moilanen stated that the Menominee County Board had approved the transfer of the Bagley radio 

tower and property from the road commission to the county board for the sum of $1.  Moved by 

Bower, seconded by Kakuk to have Attorney William Henn draft the Quit Claim Deed for the 

transfer of the property.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Moilanen provided an update that the mechanic’s service truck and one of the new plow trucks were 

complete and would be picked up later this week. 

 

Kakuk advised that a thank you had been received from a resident of the trailer park on 10th Street in 

Menominee thanking the crew for cutting the trees on the road commission property that were 

hanging over the fence into the trailer park  

 

Public Comment – Lowell Bengry stated that he owned property on G-12 that is close to the CR348 

project and offered to allow any spoils from the project to be hauled to his property if it will save 

costs for the project.  Cass will let the contractor know this once the bid is let. 

 

Charlene Peterson advised that Aquila Resources did not work with Lake Township regarding the 

proposed abandonment of River Road.  She also requested a copy of the submitted abandonment 

petition, which was provided to her. 

 

 

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 9:33 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Commission Finance Director / Clerk             Chair 


