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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners continued their annual meetings with 

township officials in the Road Commission offices north of Stephenson on Monday, January 21, 

2019. 

 

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following persons present or absent: 

 

PRESENT: Kenneth Bower, Anthony Kakuk, Kenneth Kline, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa Savord.  

Also present were Mike Arnold-MCRC Powers District Foreman and Tim Starzynski-MCRC 

Stephenson District Foreman.  

ABSENT: None. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

FAITHORN TOWNSHIP  

(6:00 p.m.) Present for Faithorn Township were Supervisor Jeff Kiser, Clerk Kathy Branz, and 

Trustee Ann Gurgall.   

 

Kakuk welcomed the township officials and turned the meeting over to Moilanen who presented a 

listing of the upcoming projects for the 2019 construction season. Moilanen also advised that roads 

with year-round residents were a top priority and asked that township officials notify him if they 

became aware of any of these roads that had problems in the spring.    

 

Supervisor Kiser stated that CR388 would need work done on it soon.  Truck traffic is breaking off 

the shoulders and there are also humps in the road. He also noted that gravel had been added to the 

swampy area of Warren Kelly Lane, but it was not level and likely needs a grade lift.  He added that 

36 Road was improved with the new gravel that was added but it still also needs a grade lift or 

ditching. Clerk Branz asked if a new culvert had been put in by the spring.  Tim Starzynski replied 

that logs had been pulled out of the area, but that a new culvert had not yet been put in. 

 

Clerk Branz said that the intersection of CR577 and CR388 was in bad shape.  Moilanen replied that 

the area needed to be pulverized and patched.  Supervisor Kiser added that the base was bad, 

especially under the railroad tracks.  Moilanen advised that the railroad has jurisdiction for the area 

under the tracks, not the road commission. 

 

Supervisor Kiser noted that Kelly Loop had some big humps.  Moilanen asked if that occurred just in 

the winter.  Mr. Kiser stated that it happened year-round. 

 

Clerk Branz stated that a good job had been done with the work on Warren Kelly Road and that the 

work done past the cemetery had helped. 

 

Road funding was also discussed. 

 

Faithorn Township officials and Tim Starzynski left the meeting at 6:31 p.m.  

 

MEYER TOWNSHIP 

(6:34 p.m.) Present for Meyer Township were Supervisor Robert Smith, Clerk Beth Bertolini and 

Trustee Mark Schoen.  

 

Moilanen welcomed the Meyer Township officials and presented them with a list of the upcoming 

projects for the 2019 construction season.  Moilanen also provided a summary of the Linden St. and 

Park Ave. railroad crossing closure funds that are available for the township to put toward road 

projects. The current balance is $184,788.35.  There is an additional $15,000 yet to be received, 

which will bring the total $199,788.35. Options for W. 3rd Street were discussed, including a double 

chip seal or paving the road 2” thick.  Moilanen noted that the construction of the street was already 

done and that portion of the work had turned out good.  Clerk Bertolini asked if the township was 

expected to pay for the construction and chip seal that had already been done.  Moilanen responded 

that the road commission would expect them to pay for a portion of the construction, but not the 

original chip seal.  Moilanen advised the township to make a decision on how they wanted to 

proceed with W. 3rd Street, and to advise the road commission as soon as possible so the work could 

be put out on bids. 

 

Trustee Schoen asked if anything was planned for Vega Road.  Moilanen stated that it could be bid 

out to be chip sealed again.  Mr. Schoen added that with the amount of logging traffic, he didn’t feel  
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that a chip seal would last.  Moilanen replied that another option would be to just keep patching the 

current chip seal.  

 

Trustee Schoen asked where the Category E Forest Funds were spent.  Moilanen said they are 

usually allocated to several projects within the county each year.  Mr. Schoen asked if the 

corporations and loggers that us the roads for forestry contribute anything towards the roads.  

Moilanen advised that corporations and loggers typically do not contribute to road improvements or 

maintenance. 

 

Clerk Bertolini advised that there were some dips by some of the culverts on Anderson Street, 

between S. Main Street and Frenchtown Road.  Moilanen stated that they can be patched in the 

spring if necessary.  

 

Trustee Schoen asked if the road commission could put up signs to block trucking on W. 3rd Street.  

Moilanen advised that the township would first need to pass an ordinance to prohibit truck use on 

that road and then the road commission could put up the signs.  Mr. Schoen also asked if the grader 

cut put more down pressure on the blade when working in the Hermansville area.  Moilanen will 

discuss this with the foreman. 

 

Clerk Bertolini stated that Stewart Manufacturing and Whitens Kiln & Lumber were looking into a 

Category A Grant for improvements to IXL Drive and that the paperwork had been started.  She 

asked for contact information for the MDOT grant coordinator, which Savord will provide via email. 

 

Meyer Township officials left the meeting at 7:11 p.m. 

 

GOURLEY TOWNSHIP  

(7:13 p.m.) Supervisor Stephen Wery, Clerk Annette Soper, Treasurer Stephanie Walechka, and 

Trustees Jesse Wery and Dan Cordy were present for Gourley Township. 

 

Moilanen welcomed the Gourley Township officials and reviewed the list of 2019 road projects with 

them, which includes getting a DEQ permit for the culvert on No. 35 Road, east of CR551.  

 

Moilanen advised that he had met with Jeff Walechka by the new town hall and they had determined 

that a culvert would not be needed for the new Gourley Township Hall entrance. 

 

DePas Lane was discussed.  Moilanen stated that a double chip seal was not recommended beyond 

the current chip seal, due to the condition of the road base.  He advised that the township could put 

down approximately 410 cyd’s of crushed limestone to improve the base, with their 3-Way Road 

Program funds. Supervisor Wery said they will discuss this at their next township board meeting. 

 

Moilanen asked that the township officials advise him if any year-round residents were having 

trouble with their roads. 

 

Supervisor Wery advised that CR557, form CR380 to CR374, was in bad shape and asked that it be 

put on the list of upcoming federal aid projects as the township’s first priority.  Moilanen noted that 

the federal aid was already programmed through 2021.  Mr. Wery added that CR551, from the SDA 

School to Hannahville Road, was the township’s second priority and asked if the road could be 

designated as a Class A route.  Moilanen responded that most of the road was in good enough 

condition to be Class A, except the swamp in the area just north of where the Jamboree is held.  Mr. 

Wery asked if BIA funds were available for the project.  Moilanen advised that those funds were 

typically used for roads on or near tribal lands and they were currently doing County Line Road, 

with their next project being CR551 north of US2 & 41. 

 

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

Finance Director/Clerk                                               Chair 


