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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners held a regular meeting in their offices north 

of Stephenson on Tuesday, May 8, 2018. 

 

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the following persons present or absent: 

 

Present: William Anderson, Anthony Kakuk, Kenneth Kline, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa Savord.  

Also present were Charlene Peterson, Bob Desjarlais, Larry Barker, John Davis, Keith Davis, Ryan 

Riipi, Joe Linder, Dana Dziedzic and Larry Phelps. 

Absent: None. 

 

Public comments – John Davis presented the board with a letter he had received from a private 

contractor regarding a DEQ permit for work on a driveway on L-1 Drive and asked if the road 

commission was aware of the project.  Moilanen stated that the road commission had not received a 

copy of the letter.  Discussion was held on the length of the road and which portion of the road had 

been decertified.  Moilanen also stated that if the road commission was contacted by the DEQ 

regarding the permit request that he would investigate the matter further. 

  

Public appearances – None. 

 

Additions/corrections to minutes for 03/06/18 – Moved by Kline, seconded by Anderson that the 

minutes will stand as written.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Financial Report –   

 

Receipts Expenditures

Payables / 

Reserves Balances

Balance, April 3, 2018 $3,674,609.22

Receipts thru 04/30/18 443,612.57

Expenditures thru 04/30/18 446,403.29

Balance, April 30, 2018 $3,671,818.50

Michigan Transportation Funds 451,259.93

Receipts thru 05/07/18 4,872.17

Expenditures thru 05/07/18 169,097.94

Set aside for purchase of graders in 2020 300,000.00

State Maint. & Equip. Advances 117,995.00

Balance, May 7, 2018 899,744.67 615,501.23 417,995.00 3,540,857.66   

Payables & Reserves

Payroll 05/17, and 05/31 (Est.) 150,000.00

Soc. Sec. 05/17 and 05/31 (Est.) 11,475.00

Reserve for workers compensation insurance 8,694.32

Reserve for liability insurance 11,085.50

Reserve for rental grader leases - John Deere (Oct 2015) 76,334.00

Reserve for rental grader leases - Cat Financial (Dec 2015) 258,940.23

Reserve for Forest Funds 193,630.35

Reserve RR X'ing closure funds for Meyer Twp. projects 178,730.75

Reserve for Federal Aid Match for No. 5 Rd. Bridge 727.75

Reserve for Federal Aid Match for No. 10 Ln. Bridge 1,198.86

Reserve for 20% share of BIA County Line Road project 291,238.16

Reserve for Construction Engineering for No. 5 Rd. & No. 10 Ln. Bridges 5,989.66

Reserve for Construction Engineering for CR360 69,600.00

Reserve for Design Engineering for C-1 Road Bridge 18,566.70

Reserve for Scour Protection bid documents & oversight 1,512.96

Reserve for Design Engineering for CR 400 6,227.50

Reserve for Office Tech services for 2018 chipseal projects 610.26

Reserve for Construction Inspection on 2018 chipseal projects 4,973.40

Reserve for Crushing 12,000 tons 23A Limestone 0.00

Reserve for Concrete Box Culvert - CR358 88,200.00

Reserve for Bridge scour protection 22,986.50

Reserve for Shakey Lakes Culvert Repair 438,000.00

Reserve for Fuel Station Equipment upgrade 1,500.00

Reserve for Cyber Security upgrades 5,528.66

Reserve for 2018 Culvert needs 14,979.80

Reserve for Capital Outlay - Excavator/Trucks 284,457.00

Reserve for Capital Outlay-Equipment (3 plow trucks) 107,651.00 (2,252,838.36)  

1,288,019.30$ 
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There being no comments or questions, Kakuk declared the financial report will stand as written. 

 

Vouchers # 18-0032, 18-0034, 18-0430 and 18-0036 – Moved by Kline, seconded by Anderson that 

the vouchers be approved and ordered paid. Carried unanimously. 

 

Open bids for Menominee shop lighting upgrades – Bids were opened and read aloud as follows: 

 

 Solander Electric, Stephenson  $19,450.00 

 RT Electric, Menominee  $25,400.00 

 Twin City electric, Menominee   $22,586.00 

   

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk to award to the low bidder, Solander Electric, pending 

review and tabulation of the bids.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Open bids for Salt Spreader Support Frame – Bids were opened and read aloud as follows: 

 

 Plutchak Fab LLC, Menominee      $13,550.00 

 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk to accept the bid from Plutchak Fab LLC.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Award bid for Track Excavator – Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kline to award the bid to 

Miller-Bradford & Risberg for a used 2015 Kobelco SK350 LC-9 at a cost of $217,000. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Award bid for 3 Crew Cab Pickup Trucks – Due to a pricing irregularity in the bid from The Motor 

Company, their bid was disregarded.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk to award the bid to 

Riverside Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, Cadillac for three 2018 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 pickups for a 

total cost of $120,507. Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss office staffing – Moilanen stated that the board had previously approved the hiring of a part 

time Office/Accounting Assistant, but the position remained unfilled as no one qualified for the 

position was able to work part time with flexibility.  It was also noted that there would be more than 

enough work to keep the current office staff and the additional person busy.  Moved by Kakuk, 

seconded by Kline to approve hiring a full time Office/Accounting assistant.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss 800 MHz radios for road commission communications – Discussion was held regarding the 

condition of the Bagley Tower and the need for repairs, the fact that the current narrow-band radios 

provide poor service in most areas, and possible interest from the county E-911 service to buy the 

tower property from us so they can replace the current tower.  It was also noted that the 800 MHz 

radios provided a lot better service than the narrow-band radios.  Moilanen will contact the county 

administrator and E-911 director to schedule a meeting to discuss the tower. 

 

Any other business – Moilanen requested permission to upgrade the Powers shop restroom and re-

tile the restroom and lunchroom floors.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kline to get quotes and 

go ahead with the work.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Moilanen informed the attendees of a bill that Senator Tom Casperson is trying to pass that would 

exempt loggers from weight restrictions and limit spring weight restrictions to no more than 35 days.   

 

Kakuk stated that he had looked at 34 Road, west of N-4 Road in Nadeau Township, and that the 

trees need to be cut to allow for better drying.  Joe Linder agreed and said that the residents along 

this road were okay with them being cut.  Moilanen added that due to the power lines in the area the 

road commission would need to find someone to come in and cut them, and then the road will need a 

grade lift. 

 

Larry Phelps asked for an update on W-1 Road.  Moilanen looked at the area and decided we will 

need to do grade lifts on the swampy areas of 18 Road.  This work will possibly be done prior to 

next spring.   

 

Public Comment – Bob Desjarlais noted that there is a Michigan State Police radio tower on Bird 

Road in Faithorn. He also stated that he had received a call from Pam Cole asking how far Hallfrisch 

Road was abandoned.  Moilanen responded that the Cole’s had actually abandoned U-1 Road, not 

Hallfrisch Road. Mr. Desjarlais asked how far north of G-12 does the road commission maintain  
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Hallfrisch Road, noting that the last 100 yards or so before the gate is in poor condition.  Moilanen 

will check on this. 

 

Bob Desjarlais stated that he would be having Iron City Enterprises crush limestone on his property 

to create a pond, and would be donating the limestone to the township to put on approximately 1 

mile of Cheese Factory Road. 

 

Joe Linder stated that he thinks the road commission should send a letter to Senator Casperson 

opposing his proposed bill regarding the weight restrictions.  Moilanen noted that the County Road 

Association of Michigan had already spoken in opposition of the bill on behalf of road commissions. 

 

Joe Linder asked to meet with the road commissioners in Nadeau Township to show them what road 

work the township would like to see get done.  

 

Dana Dziedzic asked for a timeline of the completion of the Shakey Lakes dam project.  Moilanen 

replied that he had filed for a DEQ permit for the project, and if it was received in time, the 

drawdown would be scheduled for around July 23rd.  If the DEQ requires a public hearing prior to 

issuing the permit, it may delay the project further. 

 

Joe Linder asked how far along Senator Casperson’s bill was.  Moilanen advised that it was still in 

committee in the Senate. 

 

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

Road Commission Finance Director / Clerk             Chair 


