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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners continued their annual meetings with 

township officials in the Road Commission offices north of Stephenson on Monday, February 22, 

2016. 

 

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following persons present or absent. 

 

PRESENT: William Anderson, Anthony Kakuk, Joseph Skrobiak, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa 

Savord.  Also present were Mike Arnold-MCRC Powers District Foreman and Tim Starzynski-

MCRC Stephenson District Substitute Foreman. 

 

ABSENT: None. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

FAITHORN TOWNSHIP  
 

(6:00 p.m.) Present for Faithorn Township were Treasurer Renee Augustine, Trustee Bill DeVoe and 

Clerk Kathy Branz.   

 

Moilanen welcomed Faithorn Township officials and made introductions.  A copy of the road 

commission’s ACT 51 report was presented to the township. 

 

Moilanen presented the board with a list of projects for the upcoming year as well as a list of the 

proposed federal aid and State D projects for years 2017 thru 2020. Moilanen then proceeded to 

review the projects with the Township. Moilanen stated that the Road Commission is getting DEQ 

permits for the culvert projects indicated on the sheet and they would have 5 years to install the 

culverts. 

 

Moilanen noted that CR577, from G-18 to Bird Lane, was a long term future project and that Cedar 

Lane would be monitored over the upcoming years.  He advised that the county 3-Way Road 

Funding Program would be run again in 2018 and that the township should start thinking about what 

work they would like to have done under the program. 

 

Clerk Branz stated that Bird Road and many of the other gravel roads had gravel lips on the edges 

that were causing the water to pool on the roads.  Moilanen asked that she provide a list of those 

roads and that the gravel retriever could be sent out to reshape the shoulders.  Clerk Branz also noted 

that No. 36 Road east of CR577 east, had a bad washout and there are barrels up now but repairs 

need to be made. 

 

Clerk Branz asked why the plow drivers don’t spread sand when they go through plowing the first 

time rather than coming back to sand.  Moilanen explained that the trucks use the sand for weight for 

better traction and that the roads are usually only sanded intermittently and that the drivers also have 

to be sure that they have enough sand left on the truck to finish their entire route. 

 

Faithorn Township officials and Tim Starzynski left the meeting at 6:28 p.m.  

 

 

MEYER TOWNSHIP 
 

(6:32 p.m.) Present for Meyer Township were Supervisor Robert Gurgall and Trustee Pat Dani.  

 

Moilanen welcomed Meyer Township officials and made introductions.  A copy of the road 

commission’s ACT 51 report was presented to the township. 

 

Moilanen asked that the township decide on how they would like to use their 2015 3-Way Road 

funds and advise him of their project by March 31, 2016. 

 

Moilanen presented the board with a list of projects for the upcoming year as well as a list of the 

proposed federal aid and State D projects for years 2017 thru 2020. Moilanen then proceeded to 

review the projects with the Township. Moilanen stated that the Road Commission is getting DEQ 

permits for the culvert projects indicated on the sheet.  The culvert on Vega Road over Beaver Dam 

Creek would likely be done in 2016 and the concrete box culvert on Vega Road over Vega Creek is 

currently scheduled for 2017. 
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The township provided the road commission with a list of their road priorities, with west Third 

Street being the top priority. 

 

Discussion was held regarding a request by Stewart Manufacturing for a Category A grant to 

improve Earle Drive and replace the bridge with a concrete box culvert.  Moilanen stated that Matt 

Wiitala from MDOT had estimated there could be approximately $500,000 available ($400,000 

grant money and $100,000 local match) for the project.  Supervisor Gurgall asked if a portion of the 

money could be used to extend the road to behind the Stewart Mfg. building.  Moilanen replied that 

the grant money may not be able to be used on private property, but he would check to be sure. 

 

The possible closure of the railroad crossings at Linden Street and Park Avenue in Hermansville was 

discussed along with where the funds from the closures could be used. 

 

Supervisor Gurgall stated that many of the culverts on CR579 were failing and needed to be 

replaced.   

 

Trustee Dani noted that the speed limit signs on W. 3rd Street were faded and needed to be replaced.  

He also suggested that guardrail be placed on the corner. 

 

Supervisor Gurgall asked if CR388 was a federal aid route.  Moilanen replied that it was. 

 

Meyer Township officials left the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

 

GOURLEY TOWNSHIP  

 

(7:05 p.m.) Supervisor Stephen Wery, Trustees Joe Bellmore & Jesse Wery and Treasurer Stephanie 

Walechka were present for Gourley Township. 

 

Moilanen welcomed Gourley Township officials and made introductions.  A copy of the road 

commission’s ACT 51 report was presented to the township. 

 

Moilanen presented the board with a list of projects for the upcoming year as well as a list of the 

proposed federal aid and State D projects for years 2017 thru 2020. Moilanen then proceeded to 

review the projects with the Township. Supervisor Wery asked if CR380 would be patched prior to 

being chip sealed.  Moilanen responded that the patch truck would likely go over the road first if 

there are large cracks that need to be filled.  It was noted that long term projects were CR551 and 

CR557. 

 

Supervisor Wery asked if any road funds were available from Hannahville Indian Community 

through the BIA.  Moilanen stated that they had used BIA funds to reconstruct part of CR400 in 

2015 and that County Line Road was their next priority. 

 

Moilanen advised that the county 3-Way Road Funding Program would be run again in 2018 and 

that the township should start thinking about what work they would like done under the program. 

 

Supervisor Wery noted that there were ridges in the chip seal on Maple Lane.  Moilanen said that the 

project had been swept after completion, but would likely need to be swept again in the spring.  

Trustee Bellmore added that there were areas of washboard on the road.  Kakuk stated that fog seal 

could possibly help as it keeps the stones in place better.  Moilanen noted that the cost to fog seal 

would be $3,500 to $5,000 per mile. 

 

Supervisor Wery asked what the status of weight restrictions was.  Moilanen replied that they would 

probably be enforced within the next 1 – 2 weeks. 

 

Gourley Township officials left the meeting at 7:39 p.m. 

  

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

Finance Director/Clerk                                               Chair 


