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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners held a regular meeting in their offices north 

of Stephenson on Tuesday, February 10, 2015. 

 

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the following persons present or absent: 

 

Present: Anthony Kakuk, Joe Skrobiak, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa Savord.  Also present were 

Patrick Kleikamp, Larry Barker, David Wesoloski, and Jerry Piche. 

 

Absent: William Anderson. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Public comments – None. 

 

Public appearances – Patrick Kleikamp of the Normenco Sportsman Club presented a map of a 

proposed ORV Trail that include some county roads in Menominee County.  He stated that they 

were trying to be off the county road system as much as possible, but in some areas it would be the 

only way to connect the trail.  The group is also talking with Delta County Road Commission and 

the Hannahville Indian Community regarding the use of some roads and land within their 

jurisdictions.  Moilanen added that the Hannahville Indian Community is also working on getting a 

trail head at the casino.  The north end of the trail would not be completed until the new electric 

transmission lines were finished, possible in 2018.  Once the sportsman’s club gets permission to use 

the roads in the south end of the county they can begin to receive funds to groom the trail there.  Mr. 

Kleikamp also noted that the group was looking at the possibility of making it a multi-purpose trail 

that could also be used for horse riding, bikers and walkers.  Moilanen expressed concern over using 

the same trail for ORV’s and pedestrian and horse traffic and asked if it was being done elsewhere.  

Mr. Kleikamp responded that there were multi-purpose trails in the area by Pictured Rocks.  Kakuk 

asked why the trail was using the Westman Dam Road instead of Schuster Lane.  Mr. Kleikamp 

stated they would use Schuster Lane if the road commission wanted them to, but that they would 

prefer to use Westman Dam Road because of the poor condition of Schuster Lane.  Moilanen asked 

if the DNR was okay with the trail using a portion of the roads under their jurisdiction.  Mr. 

Kleikamp said that the DNR had already been approached about this and had given their permission.  

Kakuk stated that the ORV riders needed to follow the trail rules for this to be a success.  Mr. 

Kleikamp noted that trespass complaints had dropped in the past few years.  The most common 

complaints are from dust or the noise of the vehicles. 

 

Additions/corrections to minutes for 01/13/15, 01/19/15, 01/20/15, 01/21/15 and 01/22/15 – There 

being no additions or corrections, Kakuk declared that the minutes will stand as written.  

 

Financial Report –   

 
 

Receipts Expenditures

Payables / 

Reserves Balances

Balance, January 12, 2015 $1,708,867.75

Receipts thru 01/31/15 31,818.39

Expenditures thru 01/31/15 367,795.44

Balance, January 31, 2015 $1,372,890.70

Michigan Transportation Funds 276,412.56

Receipts thru 02/09/15 77,587.11

Expenditures thru 02/09/15 64,997.68

State Maint. & Equip. Advances 124,162.00

Balance, February 9, 2015 385,818.06 432,793.12 124,162.00 1,537,730.69   

Payables & Reserves

Payroll 02/12, and 02/26 (Est.) 128,000.00

Soc. Sec. 02/12 and 02/26 (Est.) 9,792.00

Reserve for workers compensation insurance 25,169.00

Reserve for liability insurance 114,638.30

Reserve for rental grader leases (Oct 2010) 62,964.72

Reserve for Forest Funds 166,661.15

Reserve RR X'ing closure funds for Nadeau Twp. projects 65,614.35

Reserve for 2014 Federal Aid Match 1,418.92

Reserve for 2015 Federal Aid Match 126,449.00
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There being no questions or comments, Kakuk declared the financial report accepted as read. 

 

Vouchers # 15-0019, 15-0021, 15-0131, and 15-0023 – Skrobiak asked for an explanation of two of 

the invoices for parts that were included in the vouchers.  Moilanen provided the requested 

information. Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Skrobiak that the vouchers be approved and ordered 

paid. Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to rent or purchase a crack filling machine – Kakuk asked what the cost was to purchase 

the equipment versus renting it again.  Moilanen stated that it would be approximately $40,000 to 

$50,000 depending on which options the road commission requested.  The cost to rent the machine 

last summer was $4,500 per month.  Moved by Skrobiak, seconded by Kakuk to purchase a crack 

filling machine if there were funds available in the budget.  Otherwise the machine will be rented 

again for the summer months. Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to hire temporary summer employees – Moilanen stated that operating the crack filling 

machine required a crew of six employees. Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Skrobiak to hire 6 – 8 

temporary summer employees if funds are available to buy/rent a crack filling machine.  Carried 

unanimously. 

  

Discuss parking area at Fazer’s IGA in Spalding – Moilanen provided the board with the plans for 

the planned expansion of Fazer’s IGA in Spalding and discussed where the new parking area would 

be.  It was noted that there have not been any serious accidents in the past several years in the area.  

Once the expansion project is completed the area will be monitored and a white stripe marking the 

edge of the street added if needed. 

 

Discuss CRA Ballot for 3 year term on Board of Directors – Moved by Kakuk, seconded by 

Skrobiak to vote for Doug Mills from Baraga County Road Commission.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to bid CRS-2 Emulsion for patch truck – Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Skrobiak to 

have Moilanen go out for bids for the emulsion.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to bid 2015 culverts & bands – Moilanen noted that a 5’ x 14’ box culvert would also be 

needed for the CR358 project.  Moved by Skrobiak, seconded by Kakuk to have Moilanen go out for 

bids for the culverts & bands needed for 2015 and the box culvert for the CR358 project.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Permission to bid pickup and removal of dead deer from the state trunk line – Moved by Kakuk, 

seconded by Skrobiak to have Moilanen go out for bids for removal of dead deer on the state 

highways.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Set meeting date to discuss upcoming union contract negotiations – Moilanen explained that the first 

meeting with Local 406 for contract negotiations was scheduled for Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at 

3:30 p.m.  Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Skrobiak to schedule a meeting between the road 

commission board and labor attorney Tom Derderian on Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at 1:30 p.m.  

Carried unanimously. 

  

Any other business – Moilanen stated that he had received a letter from the Menominee 

Conservation District asking to use the road commission’s cold storage building for their upcoming 

tree sale.  The trees are scheduled to be delivered around April 17, 2015 and the pickup dates will be 

April 24 & 25, 2015.  Moved by Skrobiak, seconded by Kakuk to allow the use of the building.  

Carried unanimously. 

 

Skrobiak asked if any complaints had been received regarding stones in the ice control sand.  

Moilanen replied that there had been a couple of complaints regarding the sand from the pit on the 

south end of the county and noted that a screening plant may need to be rented if this pit was going  

Reserve for design of Stephenson heating system replacement 0.00

Reserve for Construction Engineering on CR358 68,254.81

Reserve for Construction Engineering on River Drive project 525.50

Reserve for Construction Engineering on Pach Rd. Bridge project 36,400.00

Reserve for 2015 Three-Way Road Program 200,000.00

Reserve for Hannahville 2% funds- culvert steamer 9,000.00

Reserve for purchase of 3 culvert steamers 20,622.00

Reserve for Capital Outlay-Equipment (OH on 517-518 Eq. Charges) 21,032.00

Reserve for Capital Outlay - Boiler replacement 1,500.00 (1,058,041.75)  

479,688.94$    
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to continue to be used.  Screening would add about $.75/cyd to the cost of the sand.  Kakuk asked if  

any of the complaints were of vehicle damage.  Moilanen responded they were not, but that the   

sander chains on our trucks were being effected by the stones. 

 

Kakuk asked if Moilanen had received the bid results for Phase II of the CR358 project.  Moilanen 

stated that he had and that the bid came in about 8.9% under the original estimate.  Moilanen will 

proved Kakuk with a copy of the bid. 

 

Jerry Piche asked if the road commission was working with Aquila Resources regarding usage of the 

county roads and possible damage due to their proposed mining operations.  Moilanen replied that he 

had met with them in the past when HudBay was a partner in the mining project.  Kakuk noted that 

any improvements needed would be at the mine’s expense. 

 

Public Comment – David Wesoloski asked if the crack filling machine that the road commission was 

considering purchasing would include a compressor to blow the cracks out prior to filling them.  

Moilanen replied that this was an available option that the board would be looking into if a machine 

is purchased. 

 

Kakuk commented that the crew was doing a great job with the brush cutting along US41 and that it 

was a nice improvement for visibility in the area. 

 

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 9:41 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

Road Commission Finance Director / Clerk             Chair 


