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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners began their annual meetings with township 

officials on Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at the Spalding Township Hall. 

 

PRESENT: William Anderson, Roger Betzinger, Anthony Kakuk, Darrell Moilanen, Lisa Savord 

and Powers District Foreman Ray Betters.   

 

ABSENT: None 

 

SPALDING TOWNSHIP  
 

Supervisor Jim Moraska called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Present for Spalding Township were Supervisor Jim Moraska, and Trustees David LeBoeuf and 

Kevin LaBonte.  

 

Moilanen told the township officials to please call the road commission anytime they had a question 

about the roads in their township.  It was also noted that the road commission’s ACT 51 report 

would be sent to the townships by January 31. 

 

Moilanen provided officials with a list of the proposed work for 2014 which included shouldering 

primary roads, sign upgrades, crack sealing and pothole patching, pavement markings on the Federal 

Aid eligible roads, DEQ Permits, bridge maintenance and stump removal.  LaBelle Road, from US 

41 to CR566 will be pulverized, graveled and double chip sealed. There will also be a need to bid 

crushed gravel in the north end of the county. 

 

Also discussed was a change to the Federal Aid program that no longer allows a carryover of funds 

from one year to the next.  Moilanen also noted that two projects in Menominee County will be 

funded by the Road and Risks Reserve Fund. 

 

Moilanen stated the focus of the road commission will be on maintenance.  He noted that the culvert 

on River Road that has a load limit of 24 tons is bent and would be monitored.  Supervisor Moraska 

added that the culvert on the Sand Road at Dam 7 and the double culvert on Oro Road by the last 

swamp were in need of maintenance also. 

 

Supervisor Moraska requested a listing of the federal aid eligible roads within Spalding Township.  

Moilanen will provide him with a map with those routes marked. 

 

A discussion was held on the drainage in the ditch behind Fazer’s store.  Moilanen stated that some 

work had been done already, but that there is an area located outside of the right of way where the 

water is deeper than the ditch and culverts.  Supervisor Moraska stated that the two vacant lots in 

that area were up for tax sale and that the township was hoping to be able to acquire them in the 

summer.  A drainage ditch may then be able to be cut on the vacant lots to help with the problem. 

 

Supervisor Moraska provided the following list of items that the township would like to see 

completed in the upcoming year:   

  

Crack sealing on the following roads:  CR566, from LaBelle Road east; Maple Street in                                                                                        

Spalding to Peterson’s hill and then down to Benson’s farm; Nelson Lane; and Old US 2 &41. 

 Shouldering on all paved roads within the township. 

 Maintenance on the Hillside Road railroad crossing to fill potholes. 

 The stop sign at the intersection of 1st Street and US 41 needs to have a permanent post. 

 Graveling on various roads. 

  

Supervisor Moraska asked for an estimate of the cost to pulverize, add gravel and double chip seal a 

mile of road.  Moilanen stated it would be approximately $75,000 per mile which would also include 

fog seal.  Mr. Moraska advised that the township may want to pay to go further on LaBelle Road 

with the chip seal. 

 

Supervisor Moraska stated that a resident had inquired if Herbert Street continued on the north side 

of US 41 in the area of Graham Transport.  If it is within the road commission’s jurisdiction they 

would like to see the trucks removed from the roadway and dust oil applied when needed.  Moilanen 

will check if this road is within the road commission jurisdiction or not. 
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Trustee LaBonte stated that the west bank by the intersection of 400 Road and US 41, near Kell  

Road, needs to be cut back for better vision.  Moilanen will discuss this with MDOT. 

 

Supervisor Moraska asked that the 400 Road remain on the list of top priorities for the township.  He 

asked why the townships were responsible for the local roads.  Moilanen responded that the 

township was not responsible, but that any funds they invest into roads were a big help and may 

prevent some roads from being pulverized back to gravel.  Betzinger added that by law the road 

commission had to receive 50% of their matching funds from other sources for local roads.  Mr. 

Moraska asked that the patch truck be sent out to 400 Road this year. 

 

Supervisor Moraska noted that it didn’t appear that the crew was rolling over the cold patch when 

they were filling potholes and asked if they could be reminded to do so. 

 

The deed for the township hall was discussed and it was agreed that the reverter clause could be 

removed and the deed changed to state that if the township were to sell the property to a private 

entity that 2 ½ % of the sale price would go to the road commission as compensation for the land. 

This will be brought before the Road Commission board at its next meeting for action, after which 

Moilanen will send a letter to the Spalding Township board for action at their meeting. 

 

Supervisor Moraska stated that he had received a letter from CUPPAD advising of a meeting of the 

Planning Task Force on January 28th and asked if it was necessary for the township to attend.  

Moilanen replied that it was not necessary, but they could go if they wanted. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 5:53 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

Finance Director/Clerk                                               Chair 


