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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners held a regular meeting in their offices north 

of Stephenson on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 

.  

Chair Kakuk called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the following persons present or absent: 

 

Present: William Anderson, Roger Betzinger, Anthony Kakuk, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa Savord.  

Also present were Larry Barker, Darlene Nerat, John Nerat, Gerald Piche, Joe Linder and Joe 

Skrobiak. 

 

Absent: None 

 

Public comments – Joe Skrobiak noted that there was a need for gravel on State W2 Road north of 

the campground.  Moilanen will check on this, 

 

Public appearances – None. 

 

Additions/corrections to minutes for 04/09/13 and 04/18/13 –There being no additions or  

corrections, Kakuk declared that the minutes will stand as written.  

 

Financial Report –   

 
 

There being no questions or comments, Kakuk declared the financial report accepted as read. 

 

Vouchers # 13-0036, 13-0038, 13-0430, 13-0039, and 13-0041 – Moved by Anderson, seconded by 

Betzinger that the vouchers be approved and ordered paid. Carried unanimously. 

 

Sign contract with Iron City Enterprises for gravel crushing – Moilanen stated that the gravel in the 

Newlin pit had gone bad after approximately 5,000 cyds. of crushing. A different pit on No. 13 Road 

would be used to produce the remaining 5,000 cyds. needed.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by 

Kakuk to sign the contract. Carried unanimously. 

 

Permission to hire Sheriff’s Work Crew for various assignments – Moved by Betzinger, seconded by 

Anderson to hire the Sheriff’s Work Crew for lawn maintenance at all 3 shops and possible other 

assignments such as brushing.  Carried unanimously. 

Receipts Expenditures

Payables / 

Reserves Balances

Balance, April 08, 2013 $1,629,574.97

Receipts thru 04/30/13 10,095.31

Expenditures thru 04/30/13 411,758.54

Balance, April 30, 2013 1,227,911.74   

Michigan Transportation Funds 263,467.71

Receipts thru 05/20/13 54,632.43

Expenditures thru 05/20/13 142,946.16

State Maint. & Equip. Advances 142,930.00

Balance, May 20, 2013 328,195.45 554,704.70 142,930.00 1,260,135.72   

Payables & Reserves

Payroll 05/23, and 06/06 (Est.) 120,000.00

Soc. Sec. 05/23 and 06/06 (Est.) 9,180.00

Reserve for workers compensation insurance 19,833.05

Reserve for liability insurance 11,974.33

Reserve for rental grader lease (Dec 2009) 36,798.06

Reserve for rental grader leases (Oct 2010) 193,071.96

Reserve for F-4 Lane bridge (Harris Twp) 575.25

Reserve for design of River Drive 2,960.00

Reserve for Mussel Surveys on bridges 6,305.00

Reserve for gravel crushing 169,200.00

Reserve for culverts/bands 17,000.00

Reserve for design of CR 358 (US41 to K-1 Road) 14,925.00

Reserve for Forest Funds 161,015.11

Reserve for 2013 Federal Aid match 62,400.00 (825,237.76)     

434,897.96$    
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Permission to hire temporary summer employees if needed – Moved by Betzinger, seconded by 

Anderson to hire temporary summer employees for flagging and possibly other duties such as 

patching.  Carried unanimously.  

 

Any other business – Moilanen requested permission to hire DGR Engineering to process the 

necessary DEQ permits for work at 2 - 3 culverts, at a cost of $950.00 for each permit.  Moved by 

Anderson, seconded by Betzinger to grant permission.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Moilanen stated that he had received correspondence from CRASIF and MCRCSIP requesting that a 

voting delegate and an alternate voting delegate be named for business conducted at their annual 

meetings being held in July.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Betzinger to name Anthony Kakuk 

as the voting delegate and William Anderson as the alternate voting delegate.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Anderson asked if Moilanen had been contacted by Ed Jenkins, Village of Carney president 

regarding Lickman Road.  Moilanen responded that he had talked to Mr. Jenkins and had estimated 

the cost of the gravel to be approximately $9,000 for graveling the road to the Village limits.  Chip 

sealing other roads within the Village had also been discussed. 

 

Gerald Piche, Menominee County Commissioner, stated that he had been receiving calls about the 

condition of some of the gravel roads in the county.  Moilanen stated that grading and dust control 

operations had started and asked Mr. Piche to call the road commission if he received calls on any 

particular roads and they would be addressed.  

   

Mr. Piche asked for clarification of how Forest Funds were handled.  Moilanen stated that those 

funds could only be used for road improvements and were generally applied to projects that had 

local funding. 

 

Mr. Piche also asked what type of funds that the $30,000 from Hannahville were.  Moilanen 

explained that the money was awarded to the road commission from the 2% Grant program and was 

to be used toward the rental of the crack filling machine. 

 

Public Comment – Nadeau Township Supervisor Joe Linder stated that he had received complaints 

on the condition of K-1 Road and north J-1 Road.  Moilanen asked what the township’s priority was.  

Mr. Linder replied that north J-1 Road would be the first priority and asked when the road 

commission would be able to get the work done.  Moilanen replied that it would probably be late 

summer/early fall. 

 

A discussion took place on the proposed closing of the railroad crossing on No. 35.5 Road. Mr. 

Linder asked that the funds received by the road commission for the closure be used within Nadeau 

Township.  Moilanen noted that the closing of any railroad crossing is a benefit to the entire county. 

It was agreed that if Nadeau Township were to contribute $50,000 of their funds, that the money 

received for the railroad crossing closure, less the road commissions cost to close the crossing, 

would be also be used for road improvements within Nadeau Township. 

 

Gerald Piche noted that the ditch was blocked approximately 150 feet north of the intersection of 

Fourth Street in Nadeau and that M4 Lane south of G-18 also needs work. Moilanen will check on 

this and prepare an estimate of the cost. 

 

Joe Linder asked what the cost would be to apply grave to various roads within the township.  

Moilanen stated that if an area needed 50 cyds. or less gravel that the road commission does not 

charge the township.  If more than 50 cyds. is needed, then the township pays the cost of the gravel 

and the road commission absorbs the cost of applying the gravel.  Gravel costs vary depending on 

which pit the gravel is taken from. 

 

Mr. Linder asked what the procedure was to move ahead with the railroad crossing closure.  

Moilanen stated that MDOT would first need to hold a Public Hearing.  Moved by Anderson, 

seconded by Betzinger to have Moilanen contact MDOT’s representative to begin the process of 

closing the railroad crossing on No. 35.5 Road in Nadeau Township.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Joe Skrobiak asked if stump grinding was still going to be scheduled for this summer.  Moilanen 

replied that a stump grinding machine was going to be rented at a cost of $8,000 per month.  Darlene 

Nerat asked it the stump grinder would be used where the trees had been cut on East Bay de Noc 

road.  Moilanen responded that it would be. 
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Closed session to discuss Teamsters Local 406 wage reopener proposal – Moved by Betzinger, 

seconded by Anderson to move to closed session at 10:05 a.m.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Betzinger to return to open session at 10:11 a.m.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Betzinger to accept the wage reopener contract proposal from 

Teamsters Local No. 406 and authorize a one-time lump sum payment of $600.00 to each union 

member and also to the six non-union hourly employees on staff.  Carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business, Kakuk declared the meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.  

 

 

 

Road Commission Finance Director / Clerk             Chair 


