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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners continued their annual meetings with 

township officials at the Holmes Township Hall on Wednesday, April 3, 2013. 

 

PRESENT: Roger Betzinger, Anthony Kakuk, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa Savord.  Also present was 

Gerald Piche, Menominee County Commissioner. 

 

ABSENT: William Anderson. 

 

HOLMES TOWNSHIP  

 

(7:20 p.m.) Present for Holmes Township were Supervisor Raymond Guard, Clerk Dena Kempf, 

Treasurer Caren Sundberg, and Trustees Michael Zemba and Raymond Furmanski, along with 

several other residents. 

 

Clerk Kempf asked if the regular stop signs at the intersection of CR577 and Chalk Hills Road could 

be replaced with flashing stop signs due to recent accidents at this intersection.  Supervisor Guard 

added that rumble strips would possibly help too.  Moilanen replied that he would first do a 5 year 

review of the accident history at this intersection.  If it is determined that a change is necessary, 

rumble strips are usually placed first.  If problems continue, then the township could consider the 

flashing lights.  Solar powered lights are available. 

 

Supervisor Guard asked what projects the road commission had planned in the upcoming year. 

Moilanen stated that there would be several roads chip sealed again this year using federal aid funds. 

Railroad crossing signs will be replaced and the pavement markings repainted. Centerline painting 

will be done on local roads and the township officials are encouraged to call the road commission if 

they know of any roads where the centerline is in bad shape. Crack filling and other maintenance 

work will also be performed. 

 

Within Holmes Township CR356 will be chip sealed, with the work being completed by August 31.  

Stump grinding is scheduled on Rose Bush and State W2, along with ditching on various roads as 

needed.  CR577, from Chalk Hills Road to Klippel Lane, will be crushed, shaped and paved in the 

future, when funds become available.  Moilanen also noted that bridge maintenance is scheduled to 

be performed within the county and that the road commission is also looking at possibly purchasing a 

retriever for the grader. 

 

Clerk Kempf asked how the CR577 project could be moved up on the list.  Moilanen recommended 

that everyone call their legislators in Lansing to request that road funding be increased. 

 

Bill Nicholson asked how the cost to install rumble strips compared with the cost of the flashing 

lights.  Moilanen stated that the rumble strips would be approximately $800 and last around 5 years.  

A solar powered flashing light costs around $2200 plus the labor to install.  The batteries need to be 

replaced approximately every 3 years and are about $125 each.  Moilanen also noted that rumble 

strips were installed at the intersection of CR577 and River Road and that was all that was needed 

there. 

 

Trustee Zemba asked if CR356 would be chip sealed right over the gravel and how long the chip seal 

would last.  Moilanen replied that a double chip seal would be done over the gravel with an average 

life of 8-10 years, depending on the type of traffic on the road.  Gravel would be added to the road 

prior to the chip seal where needed. 

 

With there being no further questions or comments, Road Commission officials left the meeting at 

7:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

Finance Director/Clerk                                               Chair 


