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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners held a regular meeting in their offices north 

of Stephenson on Tuesday, August 9, 2011. Chair Betzinger called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

with the following persons present or absent: 

 

PRESENT: William Anderson, Roger Betzinger, Anthony Kakuk, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa 

Savord.  Also present were Darlene Nerat, John Nerat, David Wesoloski, Joe Skrobiak, Joe Linder, 

Jim Moraska, Jim Revall, John Nelson and Mark Jasper. 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

Public comments – Joe Skrobiak asked why the mowing on G-18 had not been finished.  Moilanen 

stated that the mowers were pulled off the county system to work on the state trunkline for a week 

and would then be returning to finish up the county roads. Mr. Skrobiak also asked what needed to 

be done to have a portion of road brought back into the county system.  Moilanen advised that the 

property owners would have to bring the road up to construction standards before it could be added 

back to the county road system.  

 

Darlene Nerat stated that a resident had requested that 2.5 Lane, west of the bridge, be brushed out.  

Moilanen will take a look at the area.  Ms. Nerat asked who is responsible for cutting the grass near 

the historical marker.  Moilanen will contact MDOT regarding this.  Ms. Nerat also asked who 

removes the carcasses of small animals such as raccoons and skunks from the roadway.  Moilanen 

replied that road commission personnel would remove them as soon as possible if they are in the tire 

lane of the road.  All others are moved off the roadway as time permits. 

 

Public appearances – None.   

 

Additions/corrections to minutes of 07/12/11 – There being no additions or corrections, Betzinger 

declared that the minutes will stand as recorded. 

  

Financial Report: 

 

   

Payables/ 

 

 

Receipts Expenditures Reserves Balances 

Balance, July 11, 2011 

   

$1,592,976.49  

Receipts thru 07/30/11 32,955.52 

   Expenditures thru 07/30/11   206,111.81     

Balance, July 30, 2011 

   

$1,419,820.20  

     Michigan Transportation Funds 286,264.99 

   Receipts thru 08/08/11 3,604.84 

   Expenditures thru 08/08/11 

 

123,083.33 

  State Maint. & Equip. Advances     76,676.00   

Balance, August 08, 2011 322,825.35 329,195.14 76,676.00 $1,509,930.70  

     Payables & Reserves 

    Payroll 08/18, 09/01 (Est.) 

  

130,000.00 

 Soc. Sec. 08/18, 09/01 (Est.) 

  

9,945.00 

 Reserve for workers comp insurance 

  

30,045.00 

 Reserve for liability insurance 

  

47,844.00 

 Reserve for rental grader lease (Dec 2009) 

  

73,871.12 

 Reserve for rental grader leases (Oct 2010) 

  

323,179.20 

 Reserve 4% set-aside for twp. allocations (2005/2006) 

 

12,110.91   

Reserve 4% set-aside for twp. allocations (2006/2007) 

 

39,557.03 

 Reserve for MCRC balance of Old US2 over Wilson Crk 

 

85,059.58 

 Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Town Line Rd to Vincent Ln Const. 17,632.69 

 Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Town Line Rd to Vincent Ln Pave 26,092.51 

 Reserve for MCRC balance of Town Line Rd to Vincent Ln Pave 47,907.00 

 Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-County Line Rd. Borings 

 

1,217.76 

 Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Office 

  

192.60 

 



Copier 

Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Sign Truck 

  

22,500.00 

 Reserve for Design of F-4 Bridge over Big Cedar River 

 

0.00 

 Reserve for Culverts for special projects 

  

12,784.52 

 Reserve for siding on Menominee shop 

  

8,512.00 

 Reserve for 2011 bridge inspections & load ratings 

 

30,505.00 

 Reserve for F-4 Lane bridge (Harris Twp) 

  

20,359.40 

 Reserve for County 3-way Road Program 

  

200,000.00 

 Reserve for Forest Funds 

  

161,023.46 

 Reserve for equipment     100,000.00   (1,400,338.78) 

    

 $    109,591.92  

 

There being no questions or comments, Betzinger declared the financial report accepted as read. 

 

Vouchers # 11-0052, 11-0053, and 11-0731 – Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk, that the 

vouchers be approved and ordered paid. Carried unanimously. 

 

Open bids for Old US 2/41 Paving – Bids were received and read aloud as follows: 

 

Bacco Construction Company, Iron Mountain, MI: $ 75,690.35 

Payne & Dolan, Inc., Gladstone, MI:   $ 67,261.25 

 

Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Anderson, to tabulate the bids and award to the low bidder, Payne & 

Dolan, Inc., if there are no irregularities in the bids. Carried unanimously. 

 

Open bids for Pavement Patches – Bids were received and read aloud as follows: 

 

Bacco Construction Company, Iron Mountain, MI: $ 190,350.20 

Payne & Dolan, Inc., Gladstone, MI:   $ 156,630.85 

 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk, to tabulate the bids and award to the low bidder, Payne & 

Dolan, Inc., if there are no irregularities in the bids. Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss bid opening for Wilson Creek Guardrail and Crushed Gravel – It was decided that a special 

meeting would be held on Wednesday, August 17, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. for the purpose of opening the 

bids for the Wilson Creek Guardrail and that a special meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 

24, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. to open bids for crushed gravel. 

 

Permission for Engineer/Manager to attend annual Assoc. of County Road Superintendents Seminar 

on Oct. 5 – 7, 2011 – Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Anderson to grant permission.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Discuss attendance at NMARC annual meeting – Kakuk & Anderson may attend and will advise 

Savord.  Betzinger will not be attending. 

 

Schedule Budget Hearing for 2011/2012 Budget – The Annual Budget Hearing will be held on 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 8:45 a.m. 

 

Sign contract with Havelka Construction for Con-Span Installation – Moved by Anderson, seconded 

by Kakuk to sign the contract.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Discuss Three-way Road Funding Program – Moilanen stated that the estimated cost for gravel, 

including the trucking, is $9.50/cy.  Discussion was held on the class of gravel to be used.  It was 

moved by Kakuk, seconded by Anderson to use class 22A gravel.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Any other business – Moilanen presented correspondence from the Harris Township Clerk 

requesting that the road commission pay half of the cost to replace the fence at the Presbyterian 

Cemetery. The township feels the damage to the fence was done during snow plowing operations by 

the road commission. Since the fence is only 21 feet from the centerline of the county road, rather 

than the required 33 feet, it was moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk, to deny the request for 

payment.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Moilanen presented correspondence that had been received from EnviroSolutions requesting access 

to the Menominee shop location for the purpose of installing groundwater monitoring wells to  
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determine if there is any contamination from the old Clark gas station property adjacent to the road 

commission property.  Moved by Kakuk, seconded by Anderson, to deny the request.  Carried 

unanimously.  
 

Moilanen stated he had received a phone call from American Pavement Solutions stating they had 

made an error in their bid on the Overband Crack Sealing for CR 571 (from CR 346 to No. 15 

Road). Moved by Anderson, seconded by Kakuk to strike this line item from the project. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Kakuk stated that he would like the board to consider adding an inch of pavement to Badish Road to 

bring the road up to Class A so that the Debacker Dairy could truck out their finished products 

during weight restrictions. 

 

Public comments – Discussion returned to the three-way road funding program, with John Nelson 

asking the road commission to reconsider the amount of the trucking cost for the gravel, and also if 

the road commission would contribute the trucking cost of the gravel up to the amount of gravel that 

would have normally been laid outside of the three-way program. A 5 year average of the amount of 

gravel put down for the townships without trucking costs will be prepared by the road commission 

staff for review. Jim Moraska stated that the townships have not had money to put into the roads for 

the past several years.  John Nelson, Jim Moraska and Joe Linder all stated the need for additional 

funding for roads in the county. There will be another meeting of the ad-hoc committee on Thursday, 

August 11, to discuss the issues further. 

 

Dave Wesoloski asked if Birch Creek Road would still be patched this year.  Moilanen stated that it 

would. 

 

There being no further business, Betzinger declared the meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.  

                                        

 

 

 

 

Road Commission Finance Director/Clerk              Chair 


