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The Menominee County Board of Road Commissioners held a regular meeting in their offices north 
of Stephenson on Tuesday, May 11, 2010. 
 
Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the following persons present or 
absent: 
 
PRESENT: William Anderson, Roger Betzinger, Mary Maas, Darrell Moilanen and Lisa Savord.  
Also present were John Nerat, Darlene Nerat, Dale Axtell, Joe Skrobiak, David Wesoloski and 
Garry Anderson. 
 
ABSENT: None. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Additions to agenda – Maas requested that a discussion of the safety committee be added under 
Other Business. 
 
Public comments – Joe Skrobiak stated that the intersection of State W-2 and G-18 needs brushing. 
Moilanen will have the foreman look at the area.  
 
Darlene Nerat stated she would volunteer to weed-whack around the historical marker on US41 if 
the road commission would be willing to pick up the brush.  Moilanen will talk to MDOT about this. 
Darlene Nerat also asked who owned the fenced in area at the intersection of CR577 and 18th 
Avenue, as the grass and brush inside the fence is getting tall making it hard to see when pulling out 
at the intersection.  Garry Anderson stated that the City of Menominee owned the property and he 
agreed that the area needed to be weed-whacked and have brush removed.  Moilanen will contact the 
Menominee city manager to discuss the issue. 
 
David Wesoloski stated that the road in that same area needs repair also.  Garry Anderson noted that 
in the past the road commission had offered to do the repair but the city said no due to the cost.  He 
suggested that the road commission approach the city again. Moilanen added that the city had 
wanted Menominee Township to help pay for the repairs but they can’t because the road is not 
theirs. Garry Anderson will check with the County Board to see if there is anything they can do. 
 
Public appearances – None. 
 
Additions/corrections to minutes of 04/06/10 – There being no additions or corrections, Anderson 
declared that the minutes will stand as recorded.  
 
Financial Report –  
 

Payables/ 

Receipts 
Expenditure

s Reserves Balances 
Balance, April 05, 2010 $1,833,184.65 

Receipts thru 04/30/10 137,582.87
Expenditures thru 04/30/10   420,519.52     

Balance, April 30, 2010 $1,550,248.00 

Michigan Transportation Funds 285,026.57
Receipts thru 05/10/10 72,586.99
Expenditures thru 05/10/10 40,224.02 
State Maint. & Equip. Advances     99,418.00   

Balance, May 10, 2010 495,196.43 460,743.54 99,418.00 $1,768,219.54 

Payables & Reserves 
Payroll 05/13, 05/27 (Est.) 120,000.00



Soc. Sec. 05/13, 05/27 (Est.) 9,180.00
Reserve for workers comp insurance 27,347.00
Reserve for liability insurance 12,210.00
Reserve for rental grader lease (2010) 92,407.65
Reserve 4% set-aside for twp allocations (2004/2005) 323.45
Reserve 4% set-aside for twp allocations (2005/2006) 36,040.50   
Reserve 4% set-aside for twp allocations(2006/2007) 63,796.22
Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Wilson Creek Bridge 46,073.64
Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Town Line Rd to Vincent Ln Const. 17,632.69
Reserve Hannahville 2% Funds-Town Line Rd to Vincent Ln Pave 26,092.51
Reserve Federal Aid Buy-Out (CR 338 Project) 122,473.06
Reserve for driveway deposits 2,754.77
Reserve for Design Engineering for Local Bridges 634.12
Reserve for CR 557 Bridge over Big Cedar River 1,047.41
Reserve for Bridge Inspections, Scour & Plans of Action 93,472.50
Reserve for Design of F-4 Bridge over Big Cedar River 22,302.25
Reserve for asbestos removal at old Menominee office 28,425.00
Reserve for Inglst. Twp. Share of N. Pinewoods Loop Const. 34,689.76
Reserve for No. 19 Road Paving-LakeTwp 82,003.37
Reserve for Forest Funds 161,023.47
Reserve for equipment     260,000.00  -1,259,929.37 

 $  508,290.17  
 
 
There being no questions or comments, Anderson declared the financial report accepted as read. 
 
Vouchers # 10-0036, 10-0038, 10-0040 and 10-0430 – Maas asked for an explanation of the charges 
on the Verizon bill. Moilanen stated that the bill was for equipment purchases and two months of 
service. Betzinger asked why the road commission had to pay WPS to relocate a pole. Moilanen 
reported that the poles and line had to be moved to allow room for replacement of the bridge on No. 
26 Road. Moved by Betzinger, seconded by Maas that the vouchers be approved and ordered paid. 
Carried unanimously. 
 
Award paving bid No. 25 Road in Daggett Township – Moved by Maas, seconded by Betzinger, to 
accept the low bid of $126,335.42 from Bacco Construction Co., pending approval from Daggett 
Township officials. Carried unanimously. 
 
Discuss request from Daggett 4th of July Committee for road closure barricades on Old 41 for the 5K 
Run/Walk on July 2, 2010 - Moved by Betzinger, seconded by Maas to have the road commission 
place the barricades. Carried unanimously. 
 
Sign No. 19 Road paving contract with Lake Township – Two copies of the contract were signed.  
One copy will be returned to Lake Township and one copy will remain in road commission files. 
 
Permission to bid concrete culvert and footings for Old US2 over Wilson Creek – Moved by 
Betzinger, seconded by Maas to have Moilanen advertise for bids for the culvert and footings and to 
also add excavation and placement of guardrails to the project if road commission crews do not have 
the time to do the work. Carried unanimously. 
 
Discuss request from Holmes Township to pulverize CR356 from Chalk Hills Road to 
approximately 1.5 miles south – Moilanen stated he had received a verbal request from Holmes 
Township officials to pulverize the portion of CR356 from Chalk Hills Road to approximately 1.5 
miles south.  Holmes Township indicated they would like to apply their remaining 4% set-aside 
funds to this project. Moilanen has asked that the township put the request in writing before the road 
commission board would take any action.  
 
Resolutions supporting Critical Bridge replacements – The following resolutions were passed by the 
board: 
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Commissioner Maas offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption. 

 
IN AS MUCH AS, funds are available for the replacement or rehabilitation of bridges 

through the Local Bridge Program; 
AND IN AS MUCH AS, the Menominee County Road Commission has a bridge on F-1 

Road over Ten Mile Creek which is need of replacement; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Menominee County Road Commission is 

actively seeking participation for the replacement of the bridge and an application be prepared for 
that purpose. 

Seconded by Commissioner Betzinger and carried by the following vote:     
Ayes  3 ; Nays 0  

 
 

Commissioner Maas offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption. 
 

IN AS MUCH AS, funds are available for the replacement or rehabilitation of bridges 
through the Local Bridge Program; 

AND IN AS MUCH AS, the Menominee County Road Commission has a bridge on No. 10 
Road over the Little River which is need of replacement; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Menominee County Road Commission is 
actively seeking participation for the replacement of the bridge and an application be prepared for 
that purpose. 

Seconded by Commissioner Betzinger and carried by the following vote: 
Ayes  3  ; Nays 0 

 
 

Commissioner Maas offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption. 
 

IN AS MUCH AS, funds are available for the replacement or rehabilitation of bridges 
through the Local Bridge Program; 

AND IN AS MUCH AS, the Menominee County Road Commission has a bridge on No. 29 
Road over Devils Creek which is need of replacement; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Menominee County Road Commission is 
actively seeking participation for the replacement of the bridge and an application be prepared for 
that purpose. 

Seconded by Commissioner Betzinger and carried by the following vote: 
Ayes  3  ; Nays 0   

 
 

Commissioner Maas offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption. 
 

IN AS MUCH AS, funds are available for the replacement or rehabilitation of bridges 
through the Local Bridge Program; 

AND IN AS MUCH AS, the Menominee County Road Commission has a bridge on No. 5 
Road over the Little River which is need of replacement; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Menominee County Road Commission is 
actively seeking participation for the replacement of the bridge and an application be prepared for 
that purpose. 

Seconded by Commissioner Betzinger and carried by the following vote: 
Ayes  3  ; Nays 0 

 
 
Other Business – Betzinger asked the status of the asbestos removal and demolition at the old 
Menominee office.  Moilanen stated that the asbestos removal contractor had to rent an additional 
piece of equipment and that had delayed the completion of the asbestos removal. Once the asbestos 
removal is complete, a pre bid meeting on the demolition will be held. 
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Maas asked if any response had been received from the resident that was sent the letter regarding the 
damage to Twin Creek Road. Moilanen stated that he had not received a reply. Garry Anderson 
suggested that the road commission discuss the issue with prosecuting attorney Dan Hass and the 
Sheriff’s Department.  It was noted that another complaint had come in regarding damage to No. 26 
Road by farm equipment. Maas asked if a notice could be put in the paper regarding such damage. 
 
Maas asked if there were any meetings of the safety committee scheduled. Moilanen stated that he 
planned to have a meeting during May to re-form the committee comprised of himself, the stock 
clerk, 4 mechanics and one district foreman. Maas asked to be advised of the date and time of the 
meeting so she could attend also. 
 
Moilanen advised that both of the requests submitted for Hannahville 2% Grants had been approved. 
 
Moilanen stated that Menominee Township Supervisor Ken Goffin had called regarding an easement 
from Chuck Dettman.  Mr. Dettman is supposed to contact Moilanen but hadn’t done so yet. 
 
Public Comment – Joe Skrobiak asked about the schedule for dust oil application.  Moilanen advised 
him to contact his township supervisor to request this.  Mr. Skrobiak also asked when the stumps on 
State W-2 would be taken care of.  Moilanen said the hope was to get them removed by the end of 
next year.  If this was unable to be done they would either be flush cut or a stump grinder would be 
brought in.  
Dale Axtell asked if the road commission would be graveling alongside the pavement by 38th 
Avenue.  Moilanen stated that the construction crew would be on CR338 until July 4th, and then 
may move to the Wilson Creek culvert or shouldering on the state trunkline.  
David Wesoloski stated it looks like the shut off valve on the dust oil truck was not closing off 
completely.  Mr. Wesoloski also asked if the road commission was aware of a letter that had been 
received by Menominee Township by a resident concerning the chip sealing on Sunset Drive.  
Moilanen stated that they were aware of the letter and that he and commissioner Maas had looked at 
the area.  Mr. Wesoloski also requested a projection on which roads would be scheduled for chip 
sealing in Menominee Township in the future so he could budget accordingly.   
 
Darlene Nerat asked if Moilanen had the opportunity to look at the chip seal in Marinette County 
near the Luther Home, as it looked better than the chip sealing done in our county.  Moilanen stated 
he had talked to the Marinette County Highway Department representative, and he stated that the 
road was under the City of Marinette jurisdiction.  Maas stated she had been told that slag had been 
used on that road instead of chips, which is why it has a different look, but that there were also 
complaints about the slag being too sharp and cutting some tires.  
 
There being no further business, Anderson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:58 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                       __________                                                           ___________  
Road Commission Finance Director/Clerk                    Chair 


