[bookmark: _GoBack]FRIEND OF THE COURT QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
FACILITATIVE AND INVESTIGATIVE GATHERING CONFERENCE

When parents cannot reach their own agreement regarding the custody arrangements of the child(ren), the court must decide custody by considering the Best Interest Factors according to the Michigan Child Custody Act.  This means the sum total of the following factors are to be considered, evaluated and determined by the Court.  The Friend of the Court assists with reviewing the following information and preparing a Recommendation for the Court.  

CASE INFORMATION

Date: _____________	Case Number:_________________ Assigned Judge:______________________________

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________________________  

AGE: ___________ Date of Birth:  _________________________  Attorney:  _____________________________    

Other Party Name:____________________________________________________________________________


Please provide complete answers to the following (please see back pages also): 
A. The love, affection and other emotional ties existing between the parties and the child(ren).

1) How would you describe the child(ren)’s relationship with you?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. With the other parent? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) How has/have the child(ren) been affected by the breakup of the parents?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Do you feel that the bond between you and the child(ren) is:
a. Equal to both you and the other parent? __________________________________________
i. Why? _______________________________________________________________
b. Closer to you than the other parent? _____________________________________________
i. Why? _______________________________________________________________
4) How does your child(ren) know that you love him/her? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) How does the child(ren) show that he/she loves you? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Do you see this affection between the child(ren) and the other parent? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) How would it affect you if the other parent received custody? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) How do you feel it would affect the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
8) Any other information you would like the court to consider? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. The capacity and disposition of the parties to give the child(ren) love, affection and guidance and to continue the education and raising of the child(ren) in his/her religion or creed.

1) Who stays home from work when the child(ren) is/are sick? __________________________________________________________________________________
a. Why is this the person that stays home? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Who arranged for school enrollment/religious education? __________________________________________________________________________________
3) How do you teach your child(ren) manners? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) What is each parent’s present religious practice? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) How do you handle any fears of the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) What are the positive and negative points of your parenting skills as you see them? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Is there anything about yourself that affects your ability to give love, affection and guidance to the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) What types of activities do you share with the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9) What are the rules of your home? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. How is discipline handled? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Do you and the other parent agree on the discipline used? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10) Has there ever been a time when you were too harsh or too angry with the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11) What do you see as the needs of the child(ren) at the ages she/he/they are now? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Do you see these needs changing? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12) What are the parenting issues you and the other party argue about? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13) Has either parent attended parenting classes? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14) Describe a typical day with the child(ren): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. The capacity and disposition of the parents to provide the child with food, clothing, medical care or other remedial care recognized under the laws of this state in place of medical care, and other material needs.

1) Who purchases the child(ren)’s clothes, toys and other equipment? __________________________________________________________________________________
2) Who arranges for and takes the child(ren) to doctor/dentist appointments? __________________________________________________________________________________
3) Who arranges for childcare? __________________________________________________________________________________
4) Are there any special needs of the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) If employed, what arrangements have been made for the child(ren) if they are not in or there is no school? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) How do you arrange for after school care? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. If the child(ren) is/are sick? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Involvement with school? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Doctor appointments? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Do you have any future plans for education or training in order to prepare for future earning capacity? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) Which parent can provide health insurance for the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. The length of time the child(ren) has/have lived in a stable, satisfactory environment, and the desirability of maintaining continuity. 

1) What is the address of your home? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Length of time in this home? ___________________________________________________________________________
b. Who lives in this home? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Do/does the child(ren) have his/her own room?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Describe the housekeeping standards of your home. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Has either parent moved recently? If so, why? How has/have the child(ren) adjusted to the move? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. The permanence, as a family unit, of the existing or proposed custodial home or homes. 

1) Who is in your family unit? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Who is in the other parent’s family unit? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Do you have any immediate prospects of marriage or a continuing relationship with a person who will be significant in the life of the child? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Describe this person’s involvement with the child(ren). ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. The moral fitness of the parties’ involved. 

1) Has there been any drug and/or alcohol involvement by either parent or step parents? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. If so, 
i. How much? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Was treatment sought? ____________________________________________________________________
iii. What has that person’s response been to treatment? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Is foul language use by either parent in front of the child? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Has there been any of the following? If so, explain:
a. Poor driving record? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Criminal Record? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Other negative behaviors by either parent? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) What do you see as your strengths and weaknesses or your moral beliefs? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. The other parent’s strengths and weaknesses? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

G. The mental and physical health of the parties involved.

1) Do you have a physical or mental health problem that significantly interferes with your ability to care for the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Does the other parent? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

H. The home, school, and community record of the child(ren).

1) What school does/do the child(ren) attend? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) What is the attendance record of the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) What is the academic record of the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) What extracurricular activities does/do the child(ren) participate in? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. What is your involvement with these activities? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What is the other parent’s involvement? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) What is/are the child(ren)’s responsibilities at home (clean room, dishes, mow grass, etc)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) Does/do the child(ren) have any juvenile or other agency involvement? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Has/have the child(ren) participated in any counseling? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) Does the child have close relationships with friends? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9) Has there been any changes in grades, moods, sleeping, eating, cooperation, or any with the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I. The reasonable preference of the child(ren), if the court considers the child to be of sufficient age to express a preference.  

It is up to the court to decide if a child is old enough to state a preference.  There is no age at which a child can decide where he or she wants to live.

1) Do you feel the child(ren) has/have a preference? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) How do you feel the child(ren) would react if a change of custody is granted? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Why do you want the requested change of custody? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Why do you not want the requested change of custody? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Do you feel the child(ren) has/have been pressured by the other parent? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

J. The willingness and ability of each of the parties to facilitate and encourage a close and continuing parent-child relationship between the child(ren) and the other parent or the child(ren) and the parents.

1) Do you talk about the other parent in front of the child(ren)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. If so, in what manner? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) How do you get along with the other parent? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Have you ever withheld contact or information regarding the child(ren) from the other parent? __________________________________________________________________________________
a. Why? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) If the change of custody is granted, how often would the child(ren) see the other parent? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. What is your proposed visitation schedule? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Will you encourage a relationship with the other parent? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) Please give a specific instance of where important decisions were made or discusses and explain how the process went with regard to cooperation or inability to cooperate, negotiate or reach a compromise. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
K. Domestic violence, regardless of whether the violence was directed against or witnessed by the child(ren).

1) Do you know what domestic violence is? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Have you and/or the child(ren) been a victim(s) of domestic violence? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Has there been a pattern of domestic violence? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

L. Any other factors considered by the court to be relevant to a particular child custody dispute.

1) Do/does the chid(ren) have any special needs? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Has the other parent threatened to keep the child(ren) from you? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Has the other parent missed any visits with the child(ren)? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Have you? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Are there siblings or other children whose custody is relevant to the child(ren)’s custody arrangement? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Are there significant others or new spouses whose relationship with the child(ren) will affect the child(ren)’s best interests? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you have requested sole physical custody of the child(ren), and the court rejects that request, which of the following custody arrangements do you feel would be in the best interest of the child(ren)? Check one below:
a) ________ Sole physical custody with the other parent and parenting time with you.
b) ________ Sole physical custody to a third party with parenting time for both you and the other parent.
c) _______ Joint physical custody where the child(ren) spend somewhere near equal time with each parent.
d) _______ Split custody of where one or more children are in the custody of one parent and one or more children are in the custody of the other parent.

References:
1) Name: _____________________________________ Relationship to you: _________________________ Phone number: ________________________________________________________________________
2) Name: _____________________________________ Relationship to you: _________________________ Phone number: ________________________________________________________________________
3) Name: _____________________________________ Relationship to you: _________________________ Phone number: ________________________________________________________________________


I declare that the information I have provided is true to the best of my information and belief.  

__________________________________			_______________________________________
Date								Signature
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